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University of Siena

���$�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�SUHPLVH��(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLWLHV�IDFLQJ�FXUUHQW�DUFKDHRORJ\

The contemporary idea of Early Byzantine city is the product of the interaction between 
three different elements:

D�� D�EDVH�RI�µREMHFWLYH¶�NQRZOHGJH��FRPSRVHG�IURP�WKH�JUDGXDO�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
GHULYHG�IURP�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�

b) the general context this new knowledge is part of, composed of the information derived 
from other systems of non-archaeological sources;

c) the development of the contemporary critical thinking about a) and b) and, above all, 
the interaction between them.

It is therefore a highly dynamic concept, because it is linked also to the wider transformation 
of general cognitive approaches in archaeology, such as those triggered, for example, by 
QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�RU�E\�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKHRUHWLFDO�DQG�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQV�DERXW�
WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�VWXG\�RI�¿QGV�RU��PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�QHZ�DQG�PRUH�
sophisticated theories of knowledge in archaeology.

7R�PDNH�WKLV�SLFWXUH�HYHQ�PRUH�ÀXLG�DQG�QXDQFHG��ZH�KDYH�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�LQHYLWDEOH�WLPH�
lag between the theorizing about the ‘nature’ of Early Byzantine city and the archaeological 
YHUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�LPDJHV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKDW�WKHRU\��7KLV�DV\QFKURQ\�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�ERWK�
by the inevitable slowness of the process of construction of archaeological knowledge, related 
WR�WKH�SK\VLFDO�WLPLQJ�RI�¿HOGZRUN�1 and by the intrinsic speed in creating new images of 
WKH�FLW\�LWVHOI�WKDW�LV�W\SLFDO�RI�WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SRVWPRGHUQ�ZRUOG�

This asynchrony is more clearly detectable when we try to insert the ‘new’ knowledge 
derived from new excavations or from the continuation of long established projects into 
a general theoretical framework such as that which has emerged concerning the detailed 

1 D. Parrish (ed.), 8UEDQLVP� LQ� :HVWHUQ� $VLD� 0LQRU�� QHZ� VWXGLHV� RQ� $SKURGLVLDV�� (SKHVRV��
+LHUDSROLV��3HUJDPRQ��3HUJH�DQG�;DQWKRV, Portsmouth, 2001; O. Dally, C. J. Ratté (ed.), $UFKDHRORJ\�
DQG�WKH�FLWLHV�RI�$VLD�0LQRU�LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\, Ann Arbor, MI, 2011.
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critical debate about continuity/discontinuity between ancient SROLV and late antique/early 
Byzantine city.2

1RQHWKHOHVV��DW�OHDVW�¿YH�HOHPHQWV�PD\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
1. Several new urban archaeology projects in many of the major cities of Byzantine 

world; associated with major new infrastructure programmes (Thessaloniki subway or 
Theodosian harbour at Istanbul)3 or extensive protection programmes as in the case of 
Constantinople archaeological survey.4

2. The widespread adoption of stratigraphic method in excavations, even in those 
geographical areas that are objectively complicated in terms of research logistics. This 
KDV�DOUHDG\�SURGXFHG�Å�DQG�ZLOO�SURGXFH�HYHQ�PRUH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��ZLWK�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�
SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�FRQGXFWHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�Å�D�WUXO\�LPSUHVVLYH�
amount of new information. In the next years our common goal will be to systematize 
this information and make extensive use of new forms of publication and dissemination 
of data through the global network.

3. The impact of new digital technologies, in four key areas at least: remote sensing and 
the so-called ‘archaeology without excavation’;5 the application to urban contexts of 
complex spatial analyses, through extensive GIS; the management and dissemination of 
information (http://www.tayproject.org/veritabeng.html); the virtual reconstruction of 
urban architectural complexes, both in terms of dissemination of knowledge (http://www. 
byzantium1200.com/; http://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/archaeology/
research/research-projects/constantinople-aqueducts), and as a tool to drive new targeted 
research.

4. The application to Early Byzantine urban archaeological contexts of archaeometric and 
palaeobiological research tools (archaeobotany, archaeozoology, Stable Isotope Analysis), 

2 W. Brandes, %\]DQWLQH� FLWLHV� LQ� WKH� VHYHQWK� DQG� HLJKW� FHQWXULHV�� GLIIHUHQW� VRXUFHV�� GLIIHUHQW�
KLVWRULHV", in G. P. Brogiolo, B. Ward Perkins (ed.), 7KH�,GHD�DQG�,GHDO�RI�WKH�7RZQ�EHWZHHQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�
DQG� WKH�(DUO\�0LGGOH�$JHV��/HLGHQ�Å�%RVWRQ�Å�.|OQ��������S����±����-��+��:��/LHEHVFKXHW]��'HFOLQH�
DQG�)DOO� RI�5RPDQ�City, Oxford, 2001; Ch. Bouras, $VSHFWV� RI� WKH�%\]DQWLQH�&LW\��(LJKWK±)LIWHHQWK�
&HQWXULHV, in A. Laiou (ed.), 7KH�(FRQRPLF�+LVWRU\�RI�%\]DQWLXP,�Washington, 2002, p. 497–528; E. 
Zanini, 7KH�8UEDQ�,GHDO�DQG�8UEDQ�3ODQQLQJ�LQ�%\]DQWLQH�1HZ�&LWLHV�RI�WKH�6L[WK�&HQWXU\�$�'�, in L. 
Lavan, W. Bowden (ed.), 7KHRU\�DQG�3UDFWLFH�LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXH�$UFKDHRORJ\��/HLGHQ�Å�%RVWRQ��������S��
196–223; H. Saradi, 7KH�%\]DQWLQH�&LW\�LQ�WKH�6L[WK�&HQWXU\��/LWHUDU\�,PDJHV�DQG�+LVWRULFDO�5HDOLW\��
Athens, 2006; L. Zavagno, &LWLHV�LQ�7UDQVLWLRQ��8UEDQLVP�LQ�%\]DQWLXP�EHWZHHQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�DQG�WKH�
(DUO\�0LGGOH�$JHV�����Ó����$�'��, Oxford, 2009.

3 U. Kokabas (ed.), <HQLNDSL�VKLSZUHFNV��1��7KH�³ROG�VKLSV́ �RI�WKH�³QHZ�JDWH́ , Istanbul, 2012.
4� .��5��'DUN��)��g]J�P�ú��&RQVWDQWLQRSOH��DUFKDHRORJ\�RI�D�%\]DQWLQH�PHJDSROLV��)LQDO�UHSRUW�RQ�

WKH�,VWDQEXO�UHVFXH�DUFKDHRORJ\�SURMHFW�����Ó������Oxford, 2012.
5 G. Sears, V. Gaffney, R. Cuttler, H. Goodchild, S. Kane, 'HFLSKHULQJ�³/RVW´�8UEDQ�/DQGVFDSHV�

DW�&\UHQH, in A. Augenti, N. Christie (ed.), 8UEHV�([WLQFWDH��$UFKDHRORJLHV� RI�$EDQGRQHG�&ODVVLFDO�
7RZQV��)DUQKDP�Å�%XUOLQJWRQ��������S�����±����



129II: The Byzantine City and the Archaeology of the Third Millennium

which allow us to develop new general understandings of the relationship between men 
and environment (palaeoclimatology, palaeodemography, palaeonutritional research). 
These approaches are now deemed to be essential for the study of the large scale variations 
in the Mediterranean population and their effect on economic systems and the long-term 
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH��,Q�WKLV�VDPH��ODQGVFDSH¶�LW�ZLOO�EH�ZRUWK�WR�WDNH�
into account the studies on the socio-economic effects of great pandemics6 and major 
natural disasters such as earthquakes.7 

5. The impact of new cognitive approaches, in particular post-processualism, which is 
particularly relevant to the study of urban contexts, now mainly conceived as the place for 
an archaeology of people and their everyday life instead of an archaeology of monuments.8

In this way it has become possible to question older and newer archaeological data produced 
RYHU�WKH�ODVW�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�DQG�WR�FUHDWH�D�ULFKHU�DQG�PRUH�DUWLFXODWHG�LPDJH�RI�WKH�FLWLHV�LQ�
the Mediterranean and surrounding regions in Early Byzantine times.9 

7KLV�QHZ�LPDJH�UHÀHFWV�D�JUHDWHU�GLYHUVLW\�RQ�D�UHJLRQDO�EDVLV��(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLWLHV�
in different regions are markedly different in their monumental scenery and everyday 
life places. The very idea of Early Byzantine city needs to be declined in a plural form, 
XQGHUO\LQJ�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�UHJLRQDO�VSHFL¿FLW\��7KLV�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�ZLOO�DOORZ�
us to understand better the structural and superstructural elements that qualify all the cities 
DV�SDUW�RI�D�ZLGHU�HQVHPEOH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�GH¿QH�DV�WKH�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLW\��IRU�LQVWDQFH��
the seats of power, the urban role of religious architecture, the attention to building and 
maintenance of infrastructural system such as streets, aqueducts, baths etc.10

Moreover, the same contemporary image is characterized by an increased focus on 
material culture, made possible by modern excavations, with the systematic recording of 
SRWWHU\�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�¿QGV��7KHVH�PDWHULDOV�DUH�WRGD\�LQWHQGHG�DV�PDUNHUV�
RI�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�LQ�WKH�FLWLHV��ZLWK�D�VSHFL¿F�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�

6 D. C. Stathakopoulos, )DPLQH�DQG�3HVWLOHQFH�LQ�WKH�/DWH�5RPDQ�DQG�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�(PSLUH��$�
6\VWHPDWLF�6XUYH\�RI�6XEVLVWHQFH�&ULVHV�DQG�(SLGHPLFV,�$OGHUVKRW�Å�%XUOLQJWRQ��������$��.��/LWWOH��HG����
3ODJXH�DQG�WKH�(QG�RI�$QWLTXLW\��WKH�3DQGHPLF�RI����Ó���, Cambridge, 2007.

7 S. C. Stiros, 7KH�$'�����&UHWH�HDUWKTXDNH�DQG�SRVVLEOH�VHLVPLF�FOXVWHULQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�IRXUWK�WR�
VL[WK�FHQWXULHV�$'�LQ�WKH�(DVUWHUQ�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�GDWD, in 
-RXUQDO�RI�6WUXFWXUDO�*HRORJ\, 23 (2001), p. 545–562.

8 P. Horden, N. Purcell, 7KH�&RUUXSWLQJ�6HD��$�6WXG\�RQ�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�+LVWRU\,�Oxford, 2000, p. 
��Å����

9 S. T. Loseby, 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ� &LWLHV, in Ph. Rousseau (ed.), $� FRPSDQLRQ� WR� /DWH� $QWLTXLW\, 
Malden, MA – Oxford, 2009, p. 139–155.

10 P. Arthur, $OFXQH� FRQVLGHUD]LRQL� VXOOD� QDWXUD�GHOOH� FLWWj� EL]DQWLQH,� in A. Augenti (ed.), CLWWj�
LWDOLDQH� WUD� OD� WDUGD�DQWLFKLWj� H� O¶DOWR�0HGLRHYR��DWWL� GHO� FRQYHJQR� �5DYHQQD����Ó��� IHEEUDLR������, 
Firenze, 2006; J.-U. Krause, C. Witschel (ed.), 'LH�6WDGW�LQ�GHU�6SlWDQWLNH��1LHGHUJDQJ�RGHU�:DQGHO",�
Stuttgart, 2006; J. Henning, 3RVW�5RPDQ�7RZQV��7UDGH�DQG�6HWWOHPHQW�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�%\]DQWLXP,�Berlin, 
2007.
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of spaces of life and work and the study of transformation of urban fabric following the 
changing socio-economic conditions both at local and general scale.11 In this context, 
mention should be made of the very important pioneering research on physical anthropology 
and palaeopathology, which is opening new windows on the real quality of life in Early 
Byzantine Mediterranean cities.12

The new image is also made of a more articulated chronology, with an increased focus 
on the urban life just after the mid-6th century and in the subsequent centuries. As it is 
known, until a very recent past, the focus of knowledge was mainly centred on the age of 
Justinian, due to its greater visibility in monumental archaeology and literary sources: most 
HYLGHQW�FDVH�VWXGLHV�EHLQJ�&DULþLQ�*UDG�DQG�$PRULXP�13 Mainly thanks to the development 
of studies on pottery, glass and coinage, our knowledge barrier is moving towards the 7th 
and, above all, the 8th

Å�th centuries, that have been really obscure until recently.14

The last point of this brief list of innovations should be seen in a new approach to the 
study of city/countryside dynamics. The traditional image of an Early Byzantine Empire 
seen essentially as a sum of cities seems to be nowadays superseded by a more articulated 
LPDJLQJ�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�VHWWOHPHQWV�LQWR�D�VSHFL¿F�WHUULWRU\��7KH�FLW\�LV�QR�ORQJHU�SHUFHLYHG�
as a separate unit within a territory, but as a part of a dynamic population, where the people 
could gravitate on a series of minor settlements of different kinds and move between the 
nodes of this network, concentrating from time to time on the cities, or privileging instead 
sparse settlement or villages.

���(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�FKDQJH�DQG�GHFOLQH

One of the most interesting contributions to the historical-archaeological debate on 
(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLW\�LQ�WKH�ODVW�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�D�FOHDUHU�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�
chronological depth and articulation of the complex phenomenon of Byzantine urbanism.

In our current perception, the Early Byzantine city is no longer just the big ÀRUXLW during 
WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH��th century, followed by a progressive and relentless decline that led, on 

11 P. Arthur, %\]DQWLQH�DQG�7XUNLVK�+LHUDSROLV��3DPXNNDOH���DQ�$UFKDHRORJLFDO�*XLGH,�Istanbul, 
2006.

12 Ch. Bourbou, 7KH�3HRSOH�RI�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�(OHXWKHUQD�DQG�0HVVHQH���WKÓ�WK�&HQWXULHV�$�'����
%LRDUFKDHRORJLFDO�$SSURDFK,�Athens, 2004.

13� 6HH�FKDSWHU�E\�9XMDGLQ�,YDQLãHYLü�LQ�WKLV�YROXPH�
14 E. A. Ivison, Ch. S. Lightfoot (ed.), $PRULXP�5HSRUWV����7KH�/RZHU�&LW\�(QFORVXUH,� Istanbul, 

2012; F. Krinzinger (ed.), 6SlWDQWLNH�XQG�PLWWHODOWHUOLFKH�.HUDPLN�DXV�(SKHVRV, Wien, 2005; J. Vroom, 
/LP\UD�LQ�/LFLD��%\]DQWLQH�8PD\\DG�SRWWHU\�¿QGV�IURP�H[FDYDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�FLW\, in S. 
Lemaître (ed.), &pUDPLTXHV�$QWLTXHV�HQ�/\FLH��9,,e�V��D��&��Ó�9,,e�V��S��&����/H�3URGXLWV�HW�/HV�0DUFKpV,�
Bordeaux, 2005, p. 261–292; J. Vroom, 7KH�RWKHU�'DUN�$JHV��(DUO\�0HGLHYDO�SRWWHU\�¿QGV�LQ�WKH�$HJHDQ�
DV� DQ� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� FKDOOHQJH, in R. Attoui (ed.), :KHQ� 'LG� $QWLTXLW\� (QG"� $UFKDHRORJLFDO� &DVH�
6WXGLHV�LQ�7KUHH�&RQWLQHQWV, Oxford, 2011, p. 137–158.
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WKH�RQH�KDQG��WR�WKH�GHPLVH�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�FODVVLFDO�FLW\�Å�DQG�WKHQ�WKH�H[WLQFWLRQ�RI�D�
more or less great number more of ancient cities – and, on the other hand, to the emergence 
of a new form of the ‘proper’ Byzantine city of later centuries.15

A wider adoption of the methods and practices of stratigraphic archaeology has inevitably 
led to a more accurate excavation of the later phases and a better assessment of the information 
potential of features and artefacts associated with them.16

In parallel, the dense critical debate on the dichotomy continuity/discontinuity that 
characterized since the early 1980s the historical and archaeological thinking about the late 
antique and early medieval cities in Europe created the conditions for a more articulated 
perception of the complexity of the changes that the Mediterranean cities underwent during 
the great transformation of the socio-economic system between the 6th and the 8th century.17

The image of a progressive decay of the urban architectural ‘carapace’ since the end of 
Justinian’s age cannot certainly be denied. But today we perceive much more clearly than 
before how this phenomenon should be studied using more complex conceptual categories, 
including: regional differences, possible asynchrony between similar phenomena, if viewed 
in different geographic areas; close relationship between the transformation of the urban 
fabric and the parallel development of the human, social, economic and cultural fabric of 
the same cities.

6RPH�RI�WKHVH�SKHQRPHQD�KDG�EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�ORQJ�DJR�DV�D�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKLV�SKDVH��
IRU�H[DPSOH�WKH�LQWHQVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQLVDWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFHV��RU�WKH�JUHDWHU�UROH�
of the defensive needs in urban planning, or again the progressive alteration of a clear 
distinction between public and private spaces. But now they appear to us, more clearly 
than in the past, as the product of an interaction between the shape of the ancient city and 
the new needs of the men who now live, work and exercise different forms of power in that 
space; transforming it, enriching it with new buildings or even abandoning or eliminating 
parts of that space which are now perceived as unnecessary.

�����&KULVWLDQLVDWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFH

The intensive and extensive Christianisation of urban spaces is probably the phenomenon 
of urban transformation currently most visible in the archaeological record of the Early 
Byzantine cities. This occurs from the dependence of two distinct elements: 1) the objective 
VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�LWVHOI�DQG����WKH�VSHFL¿F�DWWHQWLRQ�WKDW�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�
had traditionally reserved for it.

15 H. Saradi, 7KH� %\]DQWLQH�&LW\� LQ� WKH� 6L[WK�&HQWXU\�� /LWHUDU\� ,PDJHV� DQG�+LVWRULFDO� 5HDOLW\,�
Athens, 2006. 

16 H. W. Dey, 7KH�$IWHUOLWH�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�&LW\,�New York, 2015.
17 L. Zavagno, &LWLHV�LQ�7UDQVLWLRQ��8UEDQLVP�LQ�%\]DQWLXP�EHWZHHQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�DQG�WKH�(DUO\�

0LGGOH�$JHV�����Ó����$�'��, Oxford, 2009.



Proceedings of the 23rd International Congress of Byzantine Studies132

2QH�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�DFTXLVLWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�¿HOG�PD\�UHODWH�HVVHQWLDOO\�WR�WZR�
aspects of a phenomenon that is extremely complex by its very nature: the ‘chronological 
depth’ and the multiplicity of forms. 

The chronological depth is visible in the progressive enhancement and saturation of 
urban space with religious buildings. The basic idea that Christianisation of ancient cities 
was a slow-pace process is now widely accepted and the great ‘explosion’ of physical 
&KULVWLDQLVDWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH��th century is a universally recognized 
proof of this. However, this process does not seem to stop with the age of Justinian: it goes 
on with new churches and, mainly, with other types of religious buildings, such as those 
related to charitable institutions or the urban monasteries.

The multiplicity of forms in Christianisation is essentially connected with the complex 
relationship between society and urban space.18 The need to provide the actual physical 
VSDFHV�IRU�WKH�FRPPXQLW\
V�FXOW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�YLUWXDOO\�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�
the 5th�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH��th century. The new religious foundations (or even restoration, 
reconstruction and maintenance too) now respond primarily to communication needs: those 
of central and provincial administration that have to concretely demonstrate its presence; 
those of local elites in transformation that look for means to represent and self-represent 
themselves;19 those of the new emerging classes, especially the monks, who claim for a 
more visible social role.20

7KH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�SK\VLFDO�&KULVWLDQLVDWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFH�DQG�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQ�
social space in Early Byzantine city go in parallel with the deepening and the articulation 
of individual’s Christianisation. The latter leaves an interesting archaeological trace in two 
spheres at least: urban burials and the relationship with the urban furniture inherited from 
pagan times.

The phenomenon of urban burials appears today, in light of recent excavations, as a 
very characteristic marker in the landscape of Early Byzantine cities from the second 
half of the 6th century onward. Although the practice of burying the dead within the city 
perimeter already appears to have started in the late 4th�DQG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH��th century, 
the mid-6th century seems to be a watershed; after that time urban burials became usual 
and the contiguity between spaces of the living and spaces of the dead was a constant in 
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�XUEDQ�VFHQHULHV��7KLV�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�¿QDO�RYHUFRPLQJ�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�

18 A. Busine, 5HOLJLRXV�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�&KULVWLDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�/DWH�$QWLTXH�&LW\���WKÓ�WK�FHQWXULHV, 
/HLGHQ�Å�%RVWRQ�������

19 W. Bowden, &KXUFK� EXLOGHUV� DQG� FKXUFK� EXLOGLQJ� LQ� ODWH�DQWLTXH� (SLUXV, in L. Lavan (ed.), 
5HFHQW� UHVHDUFK� LQ� ODWH�DQWLTXH� XUEDQLVP, Portsmouth, RI, 2001, p. 57–68; R. Coates-Stephens, /D�
FRPPLWWHQ]D�HGLOL]LD�EL]DQWLQD�D�5RPD�GRSR�OD�ULFRQTXLVWD, in A. Augenti (ed.), /H�FLWWj�LWDOLDQH�WUD�OD�
WDUGD�$QWLFKLWj�H�O¶DOWR�0HGLRHYR, Firenze, 2006,�p. 299–316.

20 A. H. S Megaw (ed.), .RXULRQ��([FDYDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�(SLVFRSDO�3UHFLQW, Washington, D. C., 2007.
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Roman law, which expressly forbade burials LQ�8UEH, and recognizing the new dimension 
that Christianity assigns to the afterlife.21

7KH�VHFRQG�LWHP��WKDW�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�WUDFHV�RI�FLW\
V�SDJDQ�SDVW��LV�D�QHZ�
¿HOG�RI�UHVHDUFK��WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�H[SORUHG�ZLWK�VRPH�RUGHUOLQHVV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�DQG�LQ�D�IHZ�
case studies. But the late survival of pagan statuary in the landscape of Christian cities, and 
then the practice of concealing pagan statues to protect them from destruction with a view to 
re-use them in some form, is very important evidence of the complex relationship between 
the inhabitants of Early Byzantine cities and the historical manifestation of paganism in 
those same cities.

�����0LOLWDUL]DWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFH

The second phenomenon that is glaringly visible in Early Byzantine cities of the 6thÅ�th 
FHQWXULHV�FRXOG�EH�GH¿QHG�DV�DQ�LQWHQVLYH�PLOLWDUL]DWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFHV�DQG�IHDWXUHV��,Q�WKLV�
case again, it can be read as a response to two distinct needs: the enhancement of defensive 
resources against external increasingly aggressive enemies and the constantly growing role 
of military elites in the administration of cities.

The most obvious sign of the great importance attached to defence needs is made by the 
incessant activity of maintenance and restoration of the city walls, most of them inherited 
from previous ages. At the same time, there is an explicit enhancement of their primary 
functional value – the defence against external attacks – in place of a more ‘communicative’ 
FRPSOH[LW\�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�GHIHQVLYH�GHYLFHV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�
the 6th century and mainly in the time of Justinian.

7KDQNV� WR� 3URFRSLXV� RI�&DHVDUHD
V� HQFRPLDVWLF�ZRUNV��ZH� FDQ� SHUFHLYH� KRZ� WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RU�H[WHQVLYH�UHQRYDWLRQ�RI�D�FLW\�ZDOO�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH��th century was 
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�REYLRXV�GHIHQVLYH�QHHGV�DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�D�FRQFHSWXDO�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�D�FLW\��
Into the narrative cliché of Procopius the presence of strong walls is almost always quoted 
together with aqueducts, baths, porticoed streets, churches and residences of power holders, 
DV�SDUW�RI�D�SUHFLVHO\�GH¿QHG�DHVWKHWLF�DQG�IXQFWLRQDO�FDQRQ�WKDW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�FRQQRWHV�D�
city worthy of the name.22

,Q� WKLV�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI� IXQFWLRQDOLW\�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� WKH� IRUWL¿HG�DFURSROLVHV�
KDG�FHUWDLQO\�D�VSHFL¿F�UROH��WKH\�EHFDPH�D�VRUW�RI�KDOOPDUN�ERWK�RI�WKH�QHZ�WRZQV��WKH�
emblematic case of 3ULPD�,XVWLQLDQD) and the urban re-design of long tradition cities. An 
extensive survey recently conducted on large and medium urban centres in Crete showed, 
IRU�H[DPSOH��WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�IRUWL¿HG�DFURSROLV�KDG�EHHQ�D�YHU\�FRPPRQ�LWHP�LQ�XUEDQ�

21 A. Samellas, 'HDWK�LQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ����Ó����, Tubingen, 2002; E. Tzavella, %XULDO�
DQG�XUEDQLVP�LQ�$WKHQV���WKÓ�WK�F��$�'��, in -5$,�21 (2008), p. 352–376.

22 R. Webb, (NSKUDVLV��$PSOL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�3HUVXDVLRQ�LQ�3URFRSLXV¶�%XLOGLQJV, in $7, 8 (2000), p. 
��Å���
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reorganization in Early Byzantine times.23 Over a long period, the acropolises of Cretan 
cities came to play a central role in ensuring the continuity of those nuclei of population 
during the centuries and decades immediately preceding the Arab conquest of Crete, in the 
third decade of the 9th century.

The establishment of new defensive needs and the parallel rise of the importance of the 
military classes in the social structure of Early Byzantine cities, is well represented also 
by some other ‘minor’ indicators, that become recently well visible thanks to the updating 
of stratigraphic excavation techniques. The presence of people belonging to military class 
LV�ZHOO�WHVWL¿HG�E\�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�SHUVRQDO�RUQDPHQW��EXFNOHV��EURRFKHV��EHOWV��VSXUV�HWF���
that are frequently discovered in archaeological assemblages connected with everyday 
consumption and/or refuse waste (domestic contexts, garbage dumps, etc.) or in those 
contexts attributable to the manufacturing of the same objects. The well-known assemblage 
of a workshop refuse in the area of &U\SWD�%DOEL in Rome24 looks to be emblematic in this 
respect, and recent excavations in some nearby areas certify it was not at all isolated. These 
NLQGV�RI�¿QG��RIWHQ�HWKQLFDOO\�FRQQRWHG��FRXOG�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�DOVR�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�
in the defence and control of Early Byzantine cities by barbarian troops that joined, more 
or less organically, the imperial army.

�����7RSRJUDSK\�RI�SRZHU

The question about the topography of power within cities in deep social transformation is 
evidently a complex one, because one of the basic characteristic of the ‘cities of men’ in 
Early Byzantine world was the structuring of the system of powers, with the increasing 
number of places where these powers became manifest.

Basically, we can say that just the maintenance and the renovation of cities’ urban fabric 
FDQ�EH�UHDG�DV�DQ�LQGLFDWRU�RI�WKH�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�LPSHULDO�SRZHU��WKDW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�HQJLQH�RI�
evergetism, both through new foundations and urban reassessment after natural catastrophes 
or military disasters. Although the archaeological evidence is patchy, if not occasional, 
we could say that the landscape of Early Byzantine cities of the 7th and 8th centuries was 
still marked by the traditional places of the central and peripheral power. The acropolises 
continued to exist, as we have just seen,25 associating as always the seat of power with 

23 K. Armstrong, Ch. Tsigonaki, A. Sarris, N. Coutsinas, 6LWH�/RFDWLRQ�0RGHOOLQJ�DQG�3UHGLFWLRQ�
RQ�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�&UHWH��0HWKRGV�HPSOR\HG��FKDOOHQJHV�HQFRXQWHUHG, in S. Campana, R. Scopigno, G. 
Carpentiero, M. Cirillo (ed.) .HHS�WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�*RLQJ (43rd Computer Applications and Quantitative 
0HWKRGV�LQ�$UFKDHRORJ\�&RQIHUHQFH���2[IRUG��������S�����Å����

24 M. Ricci, 3URGX]LRQL�GL�OXVVR�D�5RPD�GD�*LXVWLQLDQR�,�����±�����D�*LXVWLQLDQR�,,�����±������
O¶DWHOLHU�GHOOD�&U\SWD�%DOEL�H�L�PDWHULDOL�GHOOH�FROOH]LRQL�VWRULFKH, in M. S. Arena, P. Delogu, L. Paroli, 
M. Ricci, L. Saguì, L. Vendittelli (ed.), 5RPD�GDOO¶DQWLFKLWj�DO�PHGLRHYR��$UFKHRORJLD�H�VWRULD�QHO�0XVHR�
1D]LRQDOH�5RPDQR�Ó�&U\SWD�%DOEL, Milano, 2001, p. 331–432.

25 E. Triolo, /¶DFURSROL� QHOOH� FLWWj� SURWREL]DQWLQH, in $QQDOL� GHOOD�)DFROWj� GL�/HWWHUH� H�)LORVR¿D�
GHOO¶8QLYHUVLWj�GHJOL�6WXGL�GL�6LHQD, 30 (2009), p. 45–71.
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defensive needs; in the same manner, the continuity of seats of urban magistrates has to be 
assumed, at least on the basis of literary sources.

The same applies to other urban spaces, like, for instance, the colonnaded streets, 
that acted also as settings for public representation of power, with the building – or major 
restoration – of public monuments; some of which hosted acclamations or celebrating 
inscriptions.26 And the same continuity of use and function applies to places connected with 
the everyday maintenance of power, such as, for instance, the SUDHWRULD�or the courtrooms.27 

In the Early Byzantine cities of the second half of 6th and the 7th centuries, the Church 
and in particular the bishops continued to act as the connecting line with imperial power; 
they received an increasing mandate to administer large sectors of civil life, from the 
maintenance of aqueducts to the management of defensive systems.

Having rapidly sketched the picture of continuity of traditional powers, it is now decidedly 
more complicated, but highly intriguing, to pose the question about the archaeological 
visibility of the places of the multiform power of new urban élites. In this sense it is necessary 
to interpret a series of phenomena that start to emerge into the archaeological recording, 
still awaiting a more consistent explication. 

The proliferation of new urban religious foundations (large and small churches, oratories, 
monasteries, hospitals) is indirectly, but evidently, connected with the power of new élites of 
SRVVHVVRUHV�HW�SRWHQWLRUHV�DQG�WKHLU�QHHG�IRU�SXEOLF�DI¿UPDWLRQ�DQG�VHOI�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�
the urban social scene. If seen from this point of view, such a diffuse presence of small scale 
HYHUJHWLVP�JHQHUDWHG�E\�HPHUJLQJ�XUEDQ�pOLWHV�VKRXOG�UHSUHVHQW�D�PDMRU�SRLQW�RI�UHÀHFWLRQ�
on the mechanism of accumulation and re-distribution of wealth, and the management of 
power relationships within a society in such a deep transformation.

Even more challenging is the possibility of reading the manifestation of those ‘diffuse’ 
urban powers through the residences of the people that exercised power. The presence of 
residences that qualify for being above the average level in terms of size, functional quality 
DQG�GHFRUDWLRQ�FOHDUO\�WHVWL¿HV�WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�PHPEHUV�RI�DQ�XUEDQ�HOLWH��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�
a phenomenon of privatization of formerly public spaces and their organic insertion into 
new residences of prestige is well detectable.28

�����0DLQWHQDQFH�DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�LQIUDVWUXFWXUHV

The issue of the maintenance of essential urban infrastructure is in many ways closely linked 
to the topography of power, but it is of great interest also for the study of the transformations 
of the socio-economic fabric of Early Byzantine cities after the mid-6th century. 

26 H. W. Dey, 7KH�$IWHUOLIH�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�&LW\,�1HZ�<RUN��������S�����Å�����
27 Gortyn in Crete: A. Di Vita, *RUWLQD�GL�&UHWD�TXLQGLFL�VHFROL�GL�YLWD�XUEDQD,�Roma, 2010.
28� +�� 7K�U�� (�� 5DWKPD\U�� (�� .DQLW]��+DQJKDXV� �� LQ� (SKHVRV�� GLH� :RKQHLQKHLW� � (Baubefund, 

Ausstattung, Funde, Forschungen in Ephesos), Wien, 2014.
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Urban road systems and, mainly, water supply systems represent in fact the two main 
indicators for studying a city from the point of view of the people who lived there, being the 
topographical location of their living and working space, strictly dependent on themselves.

On the one hand, the maintenance of main roads running across the cities and the urban 
water systems ensured an urban life standard in many ways comparable with that of previous 
centuries. On the other hand, the often profound changes operated into both systems (opening 
of new streets intended to reach the new focal points of the cities, mainly the new churches; 
the reorganization of intra-urban water distribution) constitute a very clear testimony of a 
deep transformation of urban landscapes.29

From this point of view, the case of the so-called Early Byzantine district near the Pythion 
shrine in Gortyn (Crete) seems to be a case in point: a new street created in the second half 
of the 4th century, within a major urban reorganization following a devastating earthquake, 
saw a progressive stabilization during the 5th and the 6th centuries. At the beginning of the 
7th century, the situation changed radically: parts of the street encroached by additions to 
existing houses and it was changed, most likely, into a sort of oblong private courtyard, 
serving a rich residence erected in the same time just beside the street itself.

Roughly around the same time the urban water distribution system was also reorganized. 
In the mid-6th century, the existing Roman aqueduct was restored and improved, and the 
distribution of drinking water inside the city was re-organized with the building of an 
LPSUHVVLYH�QHWZRUN�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�¿IW\�WDQNV�IRXQWDLQV�WKDW�VSUHDG�DFURVV�PXFK�RI�WKH�XUEDQ�
area. The irregular distribution of tanks/fountains, apparently not strictly related with the street 
system, can be assumed to be an archaeological indicator of the distribution of the main nuclei 
of population within the extension of the ancient city. In the 7th century, probably in response 
WR�D�SURJUHVVLYH�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�ZDWHU�ÀRZ�FDXVHG�E\�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�WKH�RYHUVL]HG�
Roman aqueduct, we can detect a progressive concentration of people and related small craft 
activities around single tanks/fountains, creating a very interesting archaeological evidence 
of the theoretical image of a city fragmented into many isolated small nuclei of settlement.

In parallel, in the large mansion we have just discussed, a private water system was 
organized, fed by rainwater or perhaps even by a direct connection to the public water supply. 
This image clearly argues for the presence of a member of an urban élite: an individual who 
had the ability to divert for private use a structure (the street) and a primary resource (water) 
originally intended for public use, albeit regulated by an urban central authority. This is 
an archaeological picture that is entirely compatible with the image of the urban society of 
Early Byzantine cities in the 7th and 8th centuries, as outlined in recent years by historians 
on the basis of non-archaeological sources.

29 Some different case studies in P. Ballet, N. Dieudonné-Glad, C. Saliou, M, Evina, /D�UXH�GDQV�
O¶$QWLTXLWp��Gp¿QLWLRQ��DPpQDJHPHQW�HW�GHYHQLU�GH�O¶2ULHQW�PpGLWHUUDQpHQ�j�OD�*DXOH, Rennes, 2008.
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3. The transformation of urban space

The processes we have described so far provide a more concrete historical-archaeological 
dimension to phenomena that have been recognized for a long time in the archaeological 
record, even though they were roughly labelled as general trends. Of course, the general 
GRZQVL]LQJ�RI�WKH�FLWLHV��WKH�LQ¿OOLQJ�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFHV�DQG�WKH�JUDGXDO�HQFURDFKPHQW�RI�URDGV�
are long-term phenomena that we can register, at the same time or in different times, in all 
regions of the Mediterranean, from East to West and from the 4th to the 7thÅ�th centuries.
After the long period in which these phenomena were generally explained by a multifaceted 
‘decay of urban civilization’, we are now entering the stage of recognition of their concrete 
historical reality, related with social and economic changes occurring in different times and 
places in compliance of various causes and contributing factors.30 

Concerning Early Byzantine cities, research into causes can get particularly complicated, 
because it is related, on the one hand, to the presence and agency of the members of the 
new urban élites, but on the other hand it is evidently connected with different social 
phenomena, such as new forms of mobility of people within cities and a new permeability of 
the boundaries that separated traditionally the ancient city from the surrounding countryside.

From this point of view, the extremely frequent transformation of abandoned spaces 
and buildings into areas of life and work can be read as a response to the needs of new 
social groups. A myriad of more or less precarious walls, that blocked porches, segmented 
monuments and closed public spaces,31 designed the places of survival for increasingly larger 
groups of people who moved from the countryside to the cities or within the cities themselves.

The moving of people from the countryside to the cities has traditionally been explained 
as driven by the overall increase of insecurity and the need to seek shelter offered by city 
walls. This image remains of course largely true, but it is worth noting that the phenomenon 
of ‘escape’ toward cities seems to have also affected the regions that should have been 
theoretically far from insecure. In those cases, the archaeologically well recorded movement 
of people from the countryside to cities could be better framed perhaps in the perspective 
of new forms of interplay between different levels of density of human settlement within a 
territory. In this image, the city can be perceived as the place where farmers and artisans 
found new economic resources and services otherwise unavailable, because the cities had 

30 Ch. Kirilov, 7KH�5HGXFWLRQ�RI� WKH�)RUWL¿HG�&LW\�$UHD� LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\��6RPH�5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�
WKH�(QG�RI� WKH�³$QWLTXH�&LW\´� LQ� WKH�/DQGV�RI� WKH�(DVWHUQ�5RPDQ�(PSLUH, in J. Henning (ed.), 3RVW�
5RPDQ�7RZQV��7UDGH�DQG�6HWWOHPHQW�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�%\]DQWLXP��%HUOLQ��������S���Å����0��*UHHQKDOJK��
&RQVWDQWLQRSOH� WR�&yUGRED��'LVPDQWOLQJ�$QFLHQW�$UFKLWHFWXUH� LQ� WKH�(DVW��1RUWK�$IULFD�DQG� ,VODPLF�
6SDLQ,�/HLGHQ�Å�%RVWRQ�������

31 Available data are summarized in H. Saradi, 7KH�%\]DQWLQH�&LW\�LQ�WKH�6L[WK�&HQWXU\��/LWHUDU\�
,PDJHV�DQG�+LVWRULFDO�5HDOLW\,�$WKHQV��������S�����Å����
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become the only point of contact between the microcosm of local economy and the largest 
network of economic and administrative system of the Early Byzantine empire.32

:LWKLQ� WKLV� LPDJH�� ,�EHOLHYH�ZH�FDQ�¿QG�D�QHZ�±�DQG�SHUKDSV�PRUH�FRQYLQFLQJ�±�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�PDUNHUV�WKDW�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�FODVVL¿HG�LQWR�WKH�VRPHZKDW�
generic category of ‘ruralization’ of the Early Byzantine cities in the last stage of their life. 
More than ruralization of space (read: the entering of the countryside into the urban space), 
we should discuss in terms of ruralization of people, in the sense that the cities are now 
populated also by men working permanently or seasonly in the surrounding countryside 
farming and/or in related craft activities, such as the production and maintenance of the 
farming tools or the pottery needed for storage and treatment of crops. In this light, I presume, 
we could explain the increasing evidence of artisanal activities in the cities, more and more 
strictly inserted into the urban fabric.

In this sense, we might think even better in terms or ruralization of production processes 
and socio-economic relationships. Within a deeply changed social framework, it is reasonable 
to assume that the whole socio-economic urban system was more directly tied to land 
possession and exploitation. Landed property was of course the basis of wealth and power 
of�SRVVHVVRUHV�SRWHQWLRUHV; while agricultural and related craft activities were largely the 
activities of the men and the women who lived and worked in the small and fragmented urban 
KRXVLQJ�XQLWV��)LQDOO\��ORFDO�SURGXFWLRQ�ODUJHO\�UHOLHG�XSRQ�WKH�VXSSO\�V\VWHP��DV�WHVWL¿HG�E\�
WKH�VKDUS�GURS�LQ�DPSKRUDH�DQG�¿QH�WDEOHZDUH�LPSRUWV�IURP�RWKHU�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�UHJLRQV�

�����$�QHZ�µ0HGLWHUUDQHDQ¶�FKURQRORJ\"

7KH�ODVW��EXW�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW��LWHP�WKDW�HPHUJHV�IURP�UHFHQW�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�¿HOGZRUN�LV�
a clearer articulation of the ‘internal’ chronology of Early Byzantine times. This seems 
to overtake the traditional dichotomy between a ÀRUXLW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI��th century and 
a dramatic ‘rupture’ of the Mediterranean equilibrium during the 7th century, which is 
suggested mainly by the quantity and quality of non-archaeological sources, pertaining 
approximately to the age of Justinian.

Recent archaeological research proved that already by the second half and, mainly, 
WKH�¿QDO�GHFDGHV�RI�WKH��th century there was major change at a macro-regional scale: a 
change that sounds even more important as it concerns both large and small cities, central 
and peripheral cities, ‘connected’ and isolated cities, frontier cities exposed to warfare and 
more protected cities on the interior. This change is marked by the transformation of the 
urban fabric we have discussed just above, with the activation of medium-long processes 

32 E. Zanini, &LWWj��PLFURWHUULWRULR�H�PDFURWHUULWRULR��H�PRELOLWj�GHJOL�XRPLQL��QHO�0HGLWHUUDQHR�
SURWR�EL]DQWLQR��LO�FDVR�GL�*RUWLQD�GL�&UHWD, in G. Macchi Janica (ed.), *HRJUD¿H�GHO�3RSRODPHQWR��FDVL�
GL�VWXGLR��PHWRGL��WHRULH, Siena, 2009, p. 111–122.
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that will lead, on the one hand to the birth of new urban forms and, on the other hand to the 
irreversible crisis of long-established urban centres.33

This ‘new’ line of discontinuity in the Mediterranean chronology seems to be related 
to the overall transformation of socio-economic landscape of the Early Byzantine empire, 
in turn connected to a series of complex other items: the deep demographic and productive 
FULVLV�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�WKH�JUHDW�SODJXH��WKH�HQGLQJ�RI�WKH�H[SDQVLYH�SXVK�RI�-XVWLQLDQ
V�UHQRYDWLR�
LPSHULL; the problems encountered by imperial armies in contesting concentric attacks by 
Avaro-Slavs and Lombards in the West and Persians in the East; the re-organization of the 
whole system of circulation of goods inside the Empire, with the progressive prevailing of 
regional and sub-regional dimension over the Mediterranean one.

The second important contribution of stratigraphic archaeology to urban contexts is 
D�QHZ�DWWHQWLRQ�SURJUHVVLYHO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�ODWHU�DQG�YHU\�¿QDO�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\��
the availability of many newly excavated materials, the development of typological and 
archaeometric studies for dating, and a methodological approach that is surely more 
sophisticated than the one used in recent studies on the problem of the extended circulation 
of many materials. Results of these new insights have led to an extended chronology from 
the mid/end of 7th century until the 8th century, giving us a far more complex picture than 
the traditional one, that depicted the crisis of population as being fast and irreversible.

In Early Byzantine cities of the 7th
Å�th century, people carried on their lives much longer 

DQG�EHWWHU�WKDQ�ZH�FRXOG�LPDJLQH�MXVW�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�DJR��7KH�VFHQHU\�LV�LI�DQ\WKLQJ�PRUH�
articulated: some urban centres survived better than other cities, who paid a heavier tribute 
to the crisis. Within the cities, some social classes preserved their status of recognised urban 
élites and they invested much of their money in self-representation, with evergetism and 
consumation of high-quality goods; in this way, they preserved some form of economic 
circulation within the cities and between them and the major directive centres of the empire.

�����7KH�FULVLV�RI�XUEDQ�DULVWRFUDFLHV�DQG�WKH�HQG�RI�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLW\

7KH�UDQJH�RI�WRSLFV�GLVFXVVHG�DERYH�UHTXLUHV�D�EULHI�¿QDO�LQTXLU\�DERXW�WKH�µHQJLQHV¶�WKDW�
drove such a deep transformation in Early Byzantine urbanism and the reasons for the 
ultimate crisis of a model of city that Early Byzantine world had inherited from Greek-
Roman civilization and Late Antiquity.

$QVZHULQJ�VXFK�D�TXHVWLRQ�LV�REYLRXVO\�FRPSOH[��DQG�D�¿UVW�DVVXPSWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�IDWH�
of each city was largely determined by very differing contributing factors, which vary on 
a case to case basis.

33 On the case of Sagalassos, M. Waelkens, 7KH�/DWH�$QWLTXH�WR�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLW\�LQ�6RXWKZHVW�
$QDWROLD��6DJDODVVRV�DQG�LWV�WHUULWRU\��D�FDVH�VWXG\, in J.-U. Krause, C. Witschel (ed.), 'LH�6WDGW�LQ�GHU�
6SlWDQWLNH��1LHGHUJDQJ�RGHU�:DQGHO", Stuttgart, 2006, p. 199–256.
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$�¿UVW�FRPPRQ�HOHPHQW�FRXOG�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�ZHDNHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�WLHV�WKDW�
connected the single cities to that complex set of issues we call ‘Byzantine empire’. The 
latter being a highly problematic term used to designate a number of very different regions, 
which based its unity mainly on three points: a) the role played by central and peripheral 
administration in organizing the circulation and re-distribution of economic wealth within 
the empire itself, mainly using a few fundamental instruments, such as tax-collecting and 
evergetism seen as a way to redistribute a part of incoming resources; b) the existence 
of a common system of defence on a large, imperial, scale; c) the Church, with its role in 
administration and politics.

In other words, those were the three major sections in which the social system of urban 
élites was organized to be the key contact point between the local micro-ecology of each 
urban centre (the way in which each city depended essentially on its FKRUD for its everyday 
life) and the macro-economy on a Mediterranean scale (the way in which each city was 
inserted into the life of the empire). A three faceted élite (administrative, religious, military) 
that was composed by SRVVHVVRUHV who based their economic power on the local agrarian 
property, but also by SRWHQWLRUHV who exercised their local power rightly because they were 
in close contact with the three main strands of the central government.

When these élites started to loose their touch with the central government, their power 
survived, but became more and more locally based. This could be, in my opinion, the point 
of no return for the transformation of Early Byzantine cities. The urban centre became less 
and less attractive for the members of these élites, until they decided to abandon the cities, 
SUREDEO\�WR�À\�DZD\�WR�WKH�LPSHULDO�FDSLWDO�FLW\�RU�WR�GLVSHUVH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�VPDOOHU��PD\EH�
IRUWL¿HG��VHWWOHPHQWV�34 After the abandonment by the élites, there was even less reason for 
other people to remain in the cities. In this sense a number of long term urban trajectories 
came to an end, and the overall image of the city was transformed into something completely 
different – the middle Byzantine city.

I would argue that much of the archaeological evidence acquired with the development 
of a proper, modern urban archaeology of Early Byzantine cities points in that direction. 
It will be up to further research to either validate this hypothesis or replace it by an even 
more complex pattern. 

34 M. Veikou, 8UEDQ�RU�5XUDO"�7KHRUHWLFDO�UHPDUNV�RQ�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�SDWWHUQV�LQ�%\]DQWLQH�(SLUXV�
��WKÓ��WK�FHQWXULHV�, in BZ, 103/1 (2010), p. 171–193.
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