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FOREWORD

Volume 34 of the IYIL begins with a section entitled “The United Nations at 80: 
Contestation, Resilience and Change”. It contains a set of articles covering distinct 
aspects of the structure, activities, and functions of the United Nations on the oc-
casion of its eightieth anniversary. When selecting this theme for the lead section 
of the volume, it was certainly not the Editors’ intention to invite celebratory pieces 
uncritically praising what the UN has realized over the past 80 years. In the face of 
ongoing mounting attacks on the UN, we were rather convinced that it was appropri-
ate to advise the authors to address their respective topics in a balanced manner, 
highlighting shortcomings, achievements, and challenges, without losing sight of the 
fact that dismantling the UN, in the absence of any plausible alternative, would most 
likely turn out to be a cure much worse than the disease. Earlier versions of the pub-
lished papers were presented at the IYIL annual workshop held at the Department 
of Law of the University of Ferrara on 28-29 November 2024. We are deeply grate-
ful to Serena Forlati for her organizational efforts and hospitality in Ferrara. We also 
acknowledge the financial support for the workshop and production of the volume 
by the following publishing houses: Editoriale Scientifica, Giappichelli Editore, and 
Edizioni Scientifiche Italiane.

Volume 34 next features various articles, notes, and comments mostly focusing 
on key aspects of the Italian practice of international law, such as the hierarchical 
rank of treaties in the Italian legal order, recent prominent pronouncements of the 
European Court of Human Rights involving Italy as the respondent, and the noto-
rious Italy-Albania Protocol on co-operation in migratory issues. As per tradition, 
further extensive coverage of relevant Italian judicial practice and diplomatic and 
parliamentary practice in 2024 is included in the dedicated sections of the volume.

The part dealing with the practice of international courts and tribunals has been 
revamped. Rather than providing horizontal overviews of recent activities of selected 
judicial institutions and bodies, it now features scholarly pieces thoroughly address-
ing specific key questions raised by those activities, such as the ICJ and the Genocide 
Convention, and the ICC and personal immunities of heads of State or Government 
of non-parties to the Rome Statute.

A comprehensive Italian bibliographical index of international law and several 
book reviews occupy the remainder of the volume.

Starting with this volume, Serena Forlati is a member of the Board of Editors, 
while we welcome Martina Buscemi and Stefano Silingardi as new members of the 
Editorial Committee. We are grateful to them for their dedication and support to the 
IYIL enterprise.

Heartfelt thanks go to the many anonymous peer reviewers who have vastly 
contributed to the finalization of the volume, to Pierfrancesco Rossi for his superb 
copy-editing work, and to Daniele Amoroso for his tireless engagement with each and 
every scholarly and practical facet of the volume.
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