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LA LOTTA ALLA DISCRIMINAZIONE RAZZIALE NEL
DIRITTO INTERNAZIONALE

di Federico Lenzerini*

Racial discrimination represents a phenomenon rooted in the soctal substrate
of buman communities. This is the main reason why its eradication, especially
ot the international level, is particularly difficult. This notwithstanding, since
the 1960s the international community bas given rise to a notable production
of legal instruments — both of binding character and soft law — aimed at fight-
ing racial discrimination in general as well as certain specific manifestations
of it. Such a standard-setting action is complemented by important initiatives
organized especially by the United Nations, including for instance the Interna-
tional Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, celebrated every year
on 21 March. On a parallel plane, the fight against racial discrimination is also
indirectly carried out through fostering tolerance and mutual understanding
among peoples, through promoting the value of cultural diversities, as well
as through confuting scientific theories supporting the superiority of certain
races over others, keeping in mind that — as emphasized by UNESCO - “[o]
nly by celebrating the tapestry of our diversity, the common threads of buman
aspiration and social solidarity that bind us together, and by ensuring justice
and security for everyone who makes up the warp and woof of the cloth, car
we truly affirm that we are weaving a culture of peace”. Although difficult to
achieve, the final outcome of the fight against racial discrimination s{aoul
consist in eradicating racial ideas from the minds of people, together with all
extremisms, which every day fuel intolerance and discriminations.

SommARrIO: 1. Introduzione. — 2. Evoluzione del diritto internazionale dei diritti umani
e discriminazione razziale. — 3. La lotta alla discriminazione razziale attraverso la promozio-
ne della tolleranza e della comprensione reciproca tra i popoli. —4. Conclusione.




