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7KH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�'LVWULFW�QHDU�

WKH�3\WKLRQ�LQ�*RUW\Q��RU�*4%��*RUWLQD�4XDUWLHUH�%L]DQWLQR��KDV�EHLQJ�FDUULHG�

RXW�E\� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6LHQD� LQ�V\QHUJDVLD�ZLWK� WKH� ,WDOLDQ�$UFKDHRORJLFDO�

6FKRRO�LQ�$WKHQV��6$,$��VLQFH��������

7KH�H[FDYDWLRQ�DUHD��D� UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�SORW�RI�DERXW�������Pò�� LV� ORFDWHG�

DW� WKH�PRQXPHQWDO�FHQWUH�RI� WKH�5RPDQ�DQG�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FDSLWDO�RI� WKH�

LVODQG��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�XQGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�,WDOLDQ�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�IRU�PRUH�

WKDQ�����\HDUV��'L�9LWD��������1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�LWV�YHU\�FHQWUDO�ORFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�

XUEDQ�WRSRJUDSK\�²�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VKULQH�RI�3\WKLDQ�$SROOR�DQG�WKH�FRPSOH[�RI�

WKH�3UDHWRULXP�²�� WKH�*4%�DUHD� LV�QRW�GRPLQDWHG�E\�PRQXPHQWDO� HYLGHQFH�

IURP�SUHYLRXV�SHULRGV�DQG�RIIHUV�DQ�XQLQWHUUXSWHG�VHTXHQFH�RI�FKDQJHV�IURP�

WKH�5RPDQ�WLPHV�XQWLO�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\��7KLV�VLWXDWLRQ�PDNHV�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�

RI�*4%�D�SHUIHFW�FDVH�VWXG\�IRU�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�HQG�RI�DQ�(DUO\�

%\]DQWLQH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�FLW\��

(YHQ�LI�WKH�H[FDYDWHG�DUHD�UHSUHVHQWV�RQO\�D�VPDOO�SDUW���������RI�WKH�WRWDO�

SK\VLFDO�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�DQG�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLW\��LWV�RULJLQDO�H[WHQ�

VLRQ�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�\HDUV��,W�LV�QRZ�D�YHU\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�SDUW�RI�

WKH�GLVWULFW�WKDW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�SDUWLDOO\�GXJ�LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V�DQG�LV�QRZ�

XQGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLWLHV�RI�5RPH�DQG�0DFHUDWD��WKH�VR�FDOOHG�

´%\]DQWLQH�+RXVHV�QHDU�WKH�3UDHWRULXPµ��'L�9LWD�����������������

)URP�D�TXDOLWDWLYH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��RXU�VDPSOH�LV�HQULFKHG�E\�LWV�GLUHFW�FRQ�

QHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WZR�PDMRU�XUEDQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUHV��WKH�VWUHHW�V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�ZDWHU�

�� 3UHOLPLQDU\�UHSRUWV�DSSHDU�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�LQ�$6$WHQH��=DQLQL�������=DQLQL�	�*LRUJL�������

=DQLQL�	�*LRUJL�������=DQLQL�������=DQLQL��*LRUJL�	�9DWWLPR�������=DQLQL�HW�DO��������0HP�

EHUV� RI� WKH� WHDP� LQ� WKH� \HDUV� ����������ZHUH�� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKH� DXWKRUV� RI� WKLV� SDSHU��

$OHVVDQGUR�&DUDELD��0DULD�6ROH�'LVWHIDQR��6LOYLR� /HRQH��6DPDQWD�0DULRWWL��1LQD�0DURWWD��

6WHIDQLD�3LFFLROD��)UDQFHVFR�5LSDQWL�DQG�RXU�HSRSWULD�0DULD�0DYULWVDNL��7KH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�

H[SRVHG�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU�DUH�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�VHPLQDUV�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQV�KHOG�GXULQJ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�

DQG�VWXG\�FDPSDLJQV�DQG�ZLOO�EH�VRRQ�DFFHVLEOH�RQ�*4%�ZHEVLWH���ZZZ�JRUWLQDEL]DQWLQD�LW!���

2XU�DSSURDFK�WR�FROODERUDWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�PDQDJHPHQW�LV�GHWDLOHG�LQ�=DQLQL�����D������E��

����F��=DQLQL�	�&RVWD�������:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[SUHVV�RXU�JUDWLWXGH�WR�WKH���WK�(SKRUDWH�

RI�3UHKLVWRULF�DQG�&ODVVLFDO�$QWLTXLWLWHV�DQG�WKH���WK�(SKRUDWH�RI�%\]DQWLQH�$QWLTXLWLHV�DQG�

WKHLU�VWDII��DQG�WR�WKH�RUJDQLVHUV�RI�WKH�WKLUG�$(.�FRQIHUHQFH�

�� 7KH�DOPRVW�HQGOHVV�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�FLW\�LV�FROOHFWHG�LQ�6DUDGL������DQG�=DYD�

JQR������

���



V\VWHP��,QGHHG��WKH�PDLQ�IHDWXUH�LQ�*4%�LV�WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�URDGV�DQG�ZDWHU�

VXSSO\�VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DIWHU�WKH�����$'�HDUWKTXDNH��ZKHQ�

D�QHZ�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�GLVWULFW�HPHUJHV��ERWK�GRPHVWLF�DQG�SURGXFWLYH��

:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�D�FLW\��HLWKHU�DQFLHQW�RU�PRGHUQ��LV�PDGH�RI�WZR�HOHPHQWV��

WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�OLYH�LQ�LW�DQG�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�´VKHOOµ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHLU�OLYHV�WDNH�

SODFH��)URP�WKLV�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�DQG�LQ�WKLV�SKDVH�RI�RXU�UHVHDUFK�LQ�*RUW\Q��ZH�

DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�IROORZLQJ�WKH�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DQG�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�

WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�GR�LW� LV�E\�IROORZLQJ�WKH�URDG�QHWZRUN�DQG�WKH�ZDWHU�VXSSO\�

V\VWHP��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�RXU�ODVW�H[FDYDWLRQ�FDPSDLJQV�ZLOO�EH�

SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU�IROORZLQJ�WKHVH�PDLQOLQHV�

7KH�TXDUWHU� LV� FURVVHG�E\�D� VWUHHW���$V� IDU� DV� LW�KDV�GLIIHUHQW� RULHQWDWLRQ�

IURP�WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�WRZQ��LW�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�QHZ�IHDWXUH�ERUQ�

LQ�D�SHULRG�RI� ´ZHDNQHVVµ�RI� WKH�XUEDQ�WLVVXH�RI�*RUW\Q� LQ�JHQHUDO� �/LSSROLV�

������DQG�RI�WKH�3\WKLDQ�DUHD�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��7KLV�SHULRG�VWDUWV�HDUO\�LQ�WKH��WK�

FHQWXU\�DQG�FXOPLQDWHV� LQ� WKH�����$'�HDUWKTXDNH��ZKLFK� WKHUHIRUH� FDQ�EH�

FRQVLGHUHG�D�WHUPLQXV�SRVW�TXHP�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�URDG�

7KH�*4%�VWUHHW�JRHV�ZHVWZDUG� IURP�WKH�PDLQ�5RPDQ�URDG� �WKH�VR�FDOOHG�

1RUWK�6WUHHW��QDPHG�DIWHU�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�QRUWK�RI�WKH�3UDHWRULXP�FRPSOH[���SURE�

DEO\�WRZDUG�QHZ�GLVWULFWV�EXLOW�DIWHU�WKH�HDUWKTXDNH��QDPHO\�LQ�WKH�DUHD�ZKHUH�

WKH�FKULVWLDQ�EDVLOLFDV�RI�0LWURSROLV�DQG�0DYURSDSDV�ZLOO�EH�EXLOW�ODWHU��'L�9LWD�

����������������,Q�ODWH��WK���HDUO\��WK�FHQWXU\��WKH�VWUHHW�SOD\V�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�

UROH��DV�LW�GLYLGHV�WKH�LQKDELWHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�IURP�WKH�XQLQKDELWHG�RQH��

2Q� WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VLGH�RI� WKH�VWUHHW��QHZ�VWUXFWXUHV� IROORZ� LWV�RULHQWDWLRQ��

DQG�QRW�WKH�HDUOLHU�JULG��VPDOO�URRPV�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWLÀHG�LQ�RXU�H[FDYDWLRQ��

SDUWLDOO\� YLVLEOH� XQGHU� ODWHU� EXLOGLQJV� �=DQLQL��*LRUJL�	�9DWWLPR������� ����

������,Q�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�DUHD��WKH�WKHDWUH�DQQH[HG�WR�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�$SROOR��DOUHDG\�

DEDQGRQHG�EHIRUH�WKH�HDUWKTXDNH��ZDV�UXLQHG�E\�WKH�HDUWKTXDNH��%RQHWWR�HW�

DO���������ZKLOH�WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�VDQFWXDU\�DQG�LWV�VWUXFWXUHV�XQGHUJR�VHYHUDO�

´SRRUµ�UHXVHV��,Q�WKH�SDVW�\HDUV��ZH�H[FDYDWHG�RQH�RI�WKHVH�VWUXFWXUHV��%XLOG�

LQJ�&���RULJLQDOO\�GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�5RPDQ�SHULRG�DQG�UHXVHG�DV�VWDEOH�EHIRUH�

WKH�HDUWKTXDNH�DQG�DV�UXEELVK�GXPS�DIWHU�LW��=DQLQL�HW�DO�������������������

,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�� LQ�WKH�IUDPH�RI�D�PDMRU�UHYLYDO�WKDW�WKH�

FLW\�DV�D�ZKROH�LV�XQGHUJRLQJ��=DQLQL�����������������D�ODUJH�EXLOGLQJ�FRP�

SOH[� �%XLOGLQJ� $�� LV� EXLOW� VRXWK� RI� *4%� VWUHHW�� GLUHFWO\� FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK� RQH�

RU�PRUH�IRXQWDLQV�UHVHUYRLUV��=DQLQL��*LRUJL�	�9DWWLPR�����������������7KLV�

EXLOGLQJ�LV�SHUKDSV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�FRPSOH[�RI�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�+RXVHV�QHDU�WKH�

3UDHWRULXP��QRZ�XQGHU�H[FDYDWLRQ�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DFHUDWD��VHH�3HUQD�LQ�

WKLV�YROXPH��S������������WR�ZKLFK�LW�VHHPV�WR�EH�OLQNHG�E\�D�ZLGH�FRXUW\DUG��

,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�DUHD�QRUWK�RI�WKH�VWUHHW�VHHPV�WR�EH�DEDQGRQHG��DV�WKH�IHZ�

UHPDLQV� RI� ROGHU� VWUXFWXUHV� ²� DOUHDG\� LQ� UXLQV� E\� WKH� �WK� FHQWXU\� ²� VKRZ��

,W�LV�RQO\�DV�ODWH�DV�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�WKDW�D�UHPDUNDEOH�FKDQJH�LQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�

FDQ�EH�REVHUYHG�DQG�WKH�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HYLGHQFH�IDFLQJ�WKH�WZR�VLGHV�

�� 7KH�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VWUHHW�LV�QRUWK�HDVW�VRXWK�ZHVW��)RU�SUDFWLFDO�UHDVRQV��LQ�WKLV�SDSHU�

LW�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UXQ�HDVW�ZHVW��DQG�WKH�UHODWLYH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�JLYHQ�FRQVH�

TXHQWO\��)RU�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VHTXHQFH�RI�*4%�VWUHHW��=DQLQL�HW�DO������������������

���
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RI�WKH�VWUHHW�EHFRPHV�HYHQ�PRUH�VWULNLQJ��ÀJ������7KH�ODUJH�EXLOGLQJ��%XLOGLQJ�

$��KDV�QR�PRUH�LWV�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�FRXUW\DUG��EXW�LW�LV�QRZ�GLYLGHG�LQWR�

VPDOOHU�XQLWV�RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�*4%�VWUHHW��=DQLQL��*LRUJL�	�9DWWLPR�����������

������$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��D�QHZ�FRPSOH[��%XLOGLQJ�%��DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�QRUWK�

RI�WKH�VWUHHW��ZKRVH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�KXJH�ODQG�ÀOO WKDW�VHDOV�

WKH�ROGHU�VWUXFWXUHV��

8S�WR�GDWH��RQO\�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�%XLOGLQJ�%�KDV�EHHQ�H[FDYDWHG��EXW�

LW�SUHVXPDEO\�RFFXSLHV�WKH�HQWLUH�EORFN��VWUHWFKLQJ�XQWLO�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�

PDLQ�1RUWK�6WUHHW��7KH�VRXWKHUQ�URRPV�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��QDPHO\�URRPV���������

���DQG����LQ�&KDUW�����IDFLQJ�WKH�VWUHHW�RI�*4%��KDG�EHHQ�SDUWO\�EURXJKW�WR�

OLJKW�LQ�SUHYLRXV�FDPSDLJQV��=DQLQL�HW�DO��������������������

6LQFH� ����� WKH� UHVHDUFK� KDV� EHHQ� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH� QRUWKHUQ� SDUW� RI� WKH�

FRPSOH[�� EULQJLQJ� WR� OLJKW� D� UDWKHU� LUUHJXODU�� WUDSH]RLGDO� VSDFH� �URRP� ���

LQ�&KDUW� ����ZKLFK� SUREDEO\� VHUYHV� DV� D� FRXUW\DUG� WR� FRQQHFW� WZR� GLIIHUHQW�

SDUWV� RI� WKH� FRPSOH[� ZLWK� GLIIHUHQW� RULHQWDWLRQ� �RQH� RYHUORRNLQJ� WKH� PDLQ�

1RUWK�6WUHHW��DQRWKHU�IDFLQJ�*4%�VWUHHW���7KH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VSDFH�LV�SDU�

WLFXODUO\� LQWHUHVWLQJ� DV� LW� FODULÀHV� WKH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV� RI� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� DV� D�

ZKROH��IRU�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�LGHQWLÀHG�D�VHTXHQFH�RI�WKUHH�FRQVWUXFWLYH�SKDVHV��

6WUDWLJUDSKLF�GDWD� �=DQLQL�HW�DO��������������VXJJHVW� WKDW� WKH�ÀUVW�SKDVH�RI�

%XLOGLQJ�%�GDWHV�IURP�QRW�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�YHU\�ODWH��WK�WR�HDUO\��WK�FHQWXU\��

���
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Fig. 1 :  General view of the Early Byzantine District (GQB) in Gortyn from SW.



7KH� VRXWKHUQ� SDUW� RI� WKH� EXLOGLQJ� FRXOG� EH� DFFHVVHG� IURP� *4%� VWUHHW�

WKURXJK�URRP�����ÀJ������D�ZLGH�HQWUDQFH�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�

WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FLW\��ERWK�WKH�ÁRRU�DQG�WKH�ZLGH�WKUHVKROG�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�DUH�

PDGH�RI�ODUJH�UHXVHG�OLPHVWRQH�VODEV��ZKRVH�SULPDU\�XVH�ZDV�SUREDEO\�LQ�WKH�

SDYHG�DUHD�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�$SROOR�RU�LQ�WKH�DQQH[HG�WKHDWUH��(YLGHQFH�

IRU�VLPLODU�UHXVHV�LQ�(DUO\�%\]DQWLQH�*RUW\Q�LV�NQRZQ�RQO\�IURP�PRQXPHQWDO�

EXLOGLQJV�DQG�FKXUFKHV�4�:HVWZDUG��URRP����RSHQV�WR�D�VHW�RI�WZR�ODUJH��QRW�

�� $V�WKH�FKULVWLDQ�EDVLOLFD�RI�0LWURSROLV�LQ�LWV�VHFRQG�SKDVH��)DULROL�������)DULROL�	�%RUERXGD�

NLV������

���

Chart 1 :  Map of the excavation area of the Early Byzantine District near the Pythion in Gortyn. 

Plan by Stefania Picciola and Samanta Mariotti.
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SDYHG��URRPV�����DQG����LQ�&KDUW�����SUREDEO\�IXQFWLRQLQJ�DV�WKH�VHUYLFH�DUHD�

RI�D�UHVLGHQWLDO�FRPSOH[�WKDW�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�RQ�DQ�XSSHU�ÁRRU�ZKRVH�SUHVHQFH�

FDQ�EH� LQIHUUHG�E\� LWV�FROODSVH��)XUWKHUPRUH�� URRP����RQ� LWV�QRUWKHUQ� IURQW�

RSHQV�WR�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�FRXUW\DUG�����ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�SDYHG�ZLWK�VODEV�DQG�

SODFHG�DW�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO��RULJLQDOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�WKURXJK�RQH�RU�WZR�VWHSV��QRZ�

ORVW��(DVW�RI�URRP����LV�DQRWKHU�RSHQ�VSDFH�����LQ�&KDUW�����ZKLFK�KDG�WR�EH�

DFFHVVHG�IURP�FRXUW\DUG����

7KH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�%XLOGLQJ�%�FDQ�EH� LQIHUUHG�QRW�RQO\�E\� LWV�GLPHQVLRQV�

�VRPH����P�RQ�WKH�VRXWK�IURQW��SOXV�FRXUW\DUG�����DQG�E\�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI� LWV�

EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDOV��EXW�DOVR�E\�LWV�VWULFW�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�XUEDQ�ZDWHU�V\VWHP�

�&KDUW�����$�QXPEHU�RI�IHDWXUHV�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�SKDVH�DUH�FOHDUO\�LQWHQGHG�IRU�WKH�

FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�UDLQZDWHU��FRXUW\DUG����FROOHFWHG�DQG�FDQDOLVHG�

UDLQZDWHU��DV�VXJJHVWHG�E\�WKH�VORSLQJ�ÁRRU�DQG�WKH�FXUE�DORQJVLGH�WKH�FRXUW�

\DUG��,Q�URRP�����D�ODUJH�ZDWHU�FROOHFWRU�FRQQHFWHG�WR�DQ�H[WHUQDO�ZDWHU�SLSH�

FURVVLQJ�*4%�VWUHHW�WHVWLÀHV�WKH�QHHG�WR�GLVSRVH�RI�D�ODUJH�DPRXQW�RI�ZDWHU���

$�VHFRQG�ZDWHU�SLSH��PDGH�RI�FOD\�SLSHV�DQG�UH�XVHG�DPSKRUDH��ZHQW�RXW�IURP�

URRP����WRZDUG�WKH�VWUHHW�DQG�ÁRZHG�LQWR�DQRWKHU�ZDWHU�SLSH��PDGH�LQ�WXUQ�

RI�FOD\�SLSHV�DQG�DPSKRUDH��ZKLFK�UXQV�ZHVWZDUG�DORQJ�WKH�VWUHHW��2YHUDOO��

DOO�FOXHV�VXJJHVW�D�FORVH�FRQQHFWLRQ�RI�%XLOGLQJ�%�ZLWK�WKH�ZDWHU�VXSSO\�DQG�

GLVFKDUJH�V\VWHP�LQ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�WRZQ��

7KH�YHU\�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�WKDW��LI�FRQVLGHUHG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�

WKH� VPDOO� KRXVHV�SURGXFWLYH� XQLWV� RI� %XLOGLQJ� $� IDFLQJ� WKH� VDPH� VWUHHW�� LW�

FOHDUO\�VKRZV�KRZ�WKH�VWUHHW�LV�DFWXDOO\�QR�ORQJHU�D�VWUHHW��EXW�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�

D�NLQG�RI�HORQJDWHG�FRXUW\DUG��DQQH[HG�WR�%XLOGLQJ�%��7KH�URDG�LV�EHFRPLQJ�

���
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Fig. 2 :  GQB, Building B, from E.



OHVV�OLQHDU�DQG�GHÀQHG��DQG�EXLOGLQJV�DGGHG�WR�LWV�VLGHV�EHJLQ�WR�HQFURDFK�RQ�

LW��&KDUW����

���

Chart 3 :  GQB. The district in the 7th century.
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Chart 2 :  GQB. Schematic plan of  Building B and its connection 

with the urban water system.
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Fig. 3 :  GQB. Marble slab with monogram 

from room 20 (inv. 8327).

Fig. 4 :  GQB. Fragments of painted plaster from room 19.
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Fig. 5 :  GQB. Skeletal remains of two Ovis sp. 
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Glazed White Ware I (top): a contrasting 

image from courtyard 27.
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