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February 03, 2026

With Opinion CDL-AD(2025)038-e, adopted at its 144th session on 

9–10 October 2025, the Venice Commission was called upon to 

apply international standards on the composition of judicial councils 

to a consolidated Western European democracy, Spain, following a 

request submitted by the President of the General Council of the 

Judiciary (hereinafter GCJ). In doing so, the Opinion ultimately 

reaffirms that the composition of judicial councils is no longer a 

matter of exclusive domestic concern grounded solely in State 

sovereignty, but rather constitutes an integral element of a 

European legal order founded on the rule of law and, as such, falls 

within the scrutiny of European institutions.

Previously, the Commission had dealt with this type of body mainly

in country-specific opinions concerning ‘new democracies’, or in

reports and studies of a general nature (such as the Report on the

Independence of the Judicial System Part I: The Independence of

Judges, adopted in 2010).

Judicial councils originated in the Italian and French experience of

the immediate post-Second World War period. Later they were

introduced in the processes of constitutional transition in Greece,

Portugal and Spain, and subsequently, after 1989, in many countries

of Central and Eastern Europe. They have been described as ‘a

global phenomenon’ and have recently been framed by scholarship

within the Fourth Branch, that is, institutions that are a standalone

body deriving their legitimacy independently of all three classical

branches of power.
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This is the fourth opinion requested by Spain, and one of the rare

opinions, excluding requests for amici curiae by constitutional

courts, to be requested by non-political bodies.

Article 3.2 of the Statute of the Commission does not specify which

State bodies may submit requests for opinions. Nevertheless, most

opinions are requested by political authorities. Only in a handful of

cases have supreme or constitutional courts or independent

authorities, including judicial councils, turned to the Commission

(e.g. the Chair of the Judicial Council of the Republic Tajikistan, the

President of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the

President of the Constitutional Court of the Armenia, the Secretary

of the Council for Judicial Reform of the Kyrgyz Republic, the

People’s Advocate of the Republic of Moldova, the Human Rights

Defender of the Republic of Armenia, and the Federal Electoral

Institute of Mexico).

Most of these requests concern draft amendments to the legal

framework governing such institutions. The same occurred with the

request submitted by the SpanishGCJ, which referred to the

Commission two alternative proposals to amend the method for

electing the Council itself, at the culmination of a complex and

highly conflictual political process that severely tested Spanish

institutions within an extremely polarised context.

Background: The Controversial Method for Electing the Judicial

Members of the GCJ in Spain

The GCJ had been involved by the legislature in the preparation of

a reform proposal pursuant to an additional provision of Organic

Law 3/2024. This provision was adopted as part of the political

agreement reached in 2024 between Spain’s two main political

parties ‒ at the urging of, and with the contribution of, the European

Commission ‒ in order to put an end to the prolonged deadlock in

the renewal of the Council, whose mandate had expired in 2018.

The additional provision, rather unusually, tasked the GCJ to

prepare, within six months, “a report examining the European

election systems for members of Judicial Councils similar to the

Spanish Council”, and a “reform proposal for the election system for

judicial members”, “which guarantees the independence thereof
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and which, with the direct participation of judges to be determined,

can be positively assessed by the European Commission's Rule of

Law Report, establishing a General Council of the Judiciary in line

with the highest European standards” (emphasis in italics added).

For instance, under the current legislation, the Council’s twenty

members are elected by the two Chambers of Parliament by a

three-fifths majority, a threshold that proved impossible to achieve

for several years due to mutual vetoes among political forces. This

situation was repeatedly criticised in the European Commission’s

Rule of Law Reports (e.g., 2021 and 2022), as well as by GRECO

(Group of States against Corruption) of the Council of Europe, which

not only highlighted the institutional deadlock but also underscored

the anomaly in the procedure for electing the Council’s judicial

members.

Article 122 (3) of the Spanish Constitution merely provides that “The

General Council of the Judiciary shall consist of the President of the

Supreme Court, who shall preside it, and of twenty members

appointed by the King for a five-year period, of which twelve shall

be judges and magistrates of all judicial categories, under the terms

provided for by the organic act; four nominated by the Congress

and four by the Senate, elected in both cases by three-fifths of their

members amongst lawyers and other jurists of acknowledged

competence with more than fifteen years of professional practice”.

The method of election of the judicial members is not specified.

After an initial phase in which the judicial members were elected by

judges themselves, the Organic Law 6/1985 introduced

parliamentary election by a three-fifths majority, aligning the

procedure for judicial members with that applicable to the so-called

‘political’ (or ‘lay’) members.

This reform was largely motivated by the composition of the first

Council, which, also as a consequence of its electoral system, had

been dominated by conservative Supreme Court judges. Upon

coming to power, by winning the 1982 parliamentary elections, the

PSOE (Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, in Spanish:  Partido

Socialista Obrero Español) sought to remedy this imbalance by

exploiting the constitutional silence on the matter and introducing

parliamentary election.
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The Constitutional Court upheld the reform in a decision (STC

108/1986) often described in the literature as pilatesque, as it held

that the allocation of the power to elect judicial members to

Parliament was not per se contrary to the Constitution. At the same

time, however, it warned that if parliamentary appointments were

made through the distribution of political quotas among the political

forces represented in the Chambers, such a practice could entail a

risk of politicisation of the process.

Subsequent reforms attempted to involve the judiciary in the pre-

selection phase, while leaving the final decision in the hands of

Parliament.

The Proposals Submitted by the GCJ

The GCJ submitted two proposals, which were radically different.

According to what the Opinion refers to as “Option 1”, (i) judicial

candidates are nominated by 25 judges or by a judicial association;

and (ii) the candidates are directly elected by judges. Under “Option

2”, (i) each candidate must be endorsed by either 30 judges or a

judicial association; (ii) the judicial community conducts a pre-

election to create a pool of candidates three times larger than the

number of vacancies; and (iii) the final election is held by

Parliament, which selects members from the pre-elected pool.

In short, while Option 1 aimed to introduce peer election, Option 2

maintained parliamentary election.

The two proposals reflect a division within Spanish scholarship,

both regarding the notion of the Council’s representativeness and

the applicable international standards.

Regarding representativeness, proponents of Option 2 emphasise

that the Council should represent the pluralism of society, not of the

judiciary, and that only a “political” election by representatives of

the people can achieve this. Proponents of Option 1, in contrast,

argue that the composition of the Council should be mixed: it

should also reflect the different orientations and legal views of the

judges themselves, while above all protecting the Council from

excessive politicisation.
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The divergence is also clear with respect to international standards.

This was a key issue, as the GCJ was explicitly tasked by the

legislator to prepare a draft “in line with the highest European

standards”. Supporters of Option 1 rely, as regards international

standards, on the large body of soft law, including opinions and

reports of the Venice Commission, which states: “Not less than half

the members of such councils should be judges chosen by their

peers from all levels of the judiciary and with respect for pluralism

inside the judiciary” (CM/Rec(2010)12 of the Committee of Ministers

of the Council of Europe).

In contrast, supporters of Option 2 argue that “recommendations,

guides to good practice, cooperation tools, etc., cannot be

considered standards from a legal perspective.”

The Venice Commission Opinion: Looking for a Balance in the

Composition of the Judicial Councils

Against this backdrop, the Commission reaffirmed the standards

regarding the necessary peer election of the judicial component of

Councils, referring to the Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation,

its own previous opinions, the recommendations of the Consultative

Council of European Judges (CCJE) and the European Network of

Councils for the Judiciary, all emphasising that, once a judicial

council is established, at least half of its members should be judges

elected by their peers, and that the election of judicial members by

Parliament or their selection by the executive must be avoided

[para. 30]. In doing so, the Commission does not attempt to base its

position on the hard law of the European Union Court of Justice of

the EU (CJEU) or the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR),

although that case law is widely cited.

In determining the standards, the Commission gives particular

attention to two aspects. First, it considers the role of the non-

judicial component, the lay members. In this regard, it emphasises :

“A large majority of the judges may give rise to concerns about the

risk of corporatist management or self-government. The inclusion of

lay members is therefore broadly- justified by the principle that the

supervision of the quality and impartiality of justice extends beyond

the interests of the judiciary itself. By exercising such oversight, the

judicial council can enhance public confidence in the administration
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of justice. In many systems, legislative bodies elect part of the

membership of judicial councils from qualified legal professionals,

ensuring a measure of pluralism and democratic legitimacy in the

council’s composition. In general, members, including both judicial

and lay members, must be selected in a transparent procedure that

supports the independent and effective functioning of the judicial

council and the judiciary and avoids any perception of political

influence, self-interest or cronyism” [para. 31].

However, the Commission rejects the argument of democratic

legitimacy, presented to support Opinion 2. Stressing that the

legitimacy of the Council emanates from the Constitution, the

principle of legality and the public trust, the Commission underlines

that judicial councils must be independent from legislative and

executive powers [para. 50].

In addition, the Commission highlights what can be described as a

“non-regression principle,” stating (by quoting one of its previous

opinions on Poland): “Moreover, the Venice Commission has

warned against the politicisation of the process of electing the

judicial members of the judicial councils. Where judicial reforms

shifted the power to elect judicial members from the judiciary to the

Parliament, the Commission considered that this change carried the

risk of politicisation and recommended reverting to the election of

judicial members by their peers” [para. 32]

As a consequence, the Commission concludes that Option 1

“reflects the European standard of peer election by permitting the

judicial community to directly elect the judicial members of the

Council. To the extent that these elections are free, direct, pluralistic

and fair, they could eliminate the risk of politicisation. The

Commission considers, however, that the election process should

be protected not only from external political influence but also from

internal politicisation” [para 36].

In particular, the Commission observes that “direct elections by the

judicial community alone may be insufficient to address entirely the

risk of politicisation. Where such elections are envisaged, judicial

associations – which as such play an important role for the judicial

community – may, in practice, act as proxies for political actors.

Further safeguards may therefore be necessary to prevent internal
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politicisation adequately. In particular, measures should be taken to

encourage non-associated judges to stand as candidates and to

ensure that they are not placed at a significant disadvantage

compared to those supported by associations. This consideration is

significant given the substantive proportion of non-associated

judges in Spain. In this context, the electoral framework would

require further elaboration to ensure that independent candidates

have adequate opportunities to be elected” [para 40].

In line with this reasoning, the Commission introduces

recommendations regarding the nomination process and the

electoral system.

As for Option 2, the Commission considers that mere nomination

and pre-election by the judiciary would not be sufficient to make

this model compatible with the European standard of peer election.

It does not entirely rule out the possibility that the standard of “peer

election of the judicial members of the judicial council” could be

met if the peer election is followed by an additional selection

phase. Nevertheless, the purpose and rationale of the European

standards, namely, to prevent influence by Parliament or the

executive on the judicial council, make it clear that any such

subsequent selection phase cannot be a political election, even if

conducted with a qualified majority [para 47].

The Internationalisation of Standards on Judicial Councils

In the context of the rule of law crisis affecting many European

States, both new and long-established democracies, the Opinion

demonstrates that the Venice Commission is committed to

reinforcing international standards on the composition of judicial

councils, including in the case of a consolidated Western European

democracy. A few months later, at its 145th session, on December

2025, the Commission reaffirmed those standards in the Updated

Rule of Law Checklist, which includes the following question: “Is

there an independent Judicial Council or other equivalent body with

a balanced composition, with at least half being judges elected by

their peers, which is responsible for questions of appointment,

promotion, discipline and removal or other equivalent body? Are

there sufficient safeguards for the independence of any such body,

particularly protecting it against political influence?”
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In doing so, the Commission appears to be fully aligned with the

European courts, positioning itself within a broader trend

characterised by an increasingly close dialogue and convergence

between soft law and hard law in the shaping of domestic judicial

design. This is the case with regard to the composition of judicial

councils, as illustrated, for example, by the case Gredza v. Poland of

the ECtHR, which, by referring to the Council of Europe

recommendations, considers that “it is recommended that no less

than half of the members of judicial councils should be judges

chosen by their peers” [para. 305].

This is also true with respect to the principle of non-regression,

which was articulated with particular clarity by the CJEU in the 2021

Repubblika judgment (Case C-896/19). In that judgment, the Court

held, in essence, that the second subparagraph of Article 191(1) TEU

precludes national provisions concerning the organisation of the

administration of justice that may entail, in the Member State

concerned, a reduction in the protection of the value of the rule of

law, in particular as regards guarantees of judicial independence.

Accordingly, where a Judicial Council or a similar body is entrusted

with functions relating to the status and appointment of judges, the

conditions applicable to that body at the time of a State’s accession

to the Union, in so far as they guarantee judicial independence as

an essential element of the rule of law, may not be reduced or

undermined (para. 60-65).

In conclusion, the Opinion reaffirms that the composition of judicial

councils is no longer a matter of exclusive domestic concern,

subject solely to State sovereignty, but has become an integral

component of a European order founded on the rule of law, and, as

such, falls within the scrutiny of European institutions. While most

recommendations and judgments have so far concerned ‘new

democracies’, the Opinion reminds that, in the era of democratic

backsliding, there is no longer any room for double standards and

that no State is exempt.
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South Africa’s Government of

National Unity: Power Sharing in a

Fractured Democracy

The Last Check on Presidential

Power? Governors and their Limits

to Democratic Backsliding in

Argentina and Brazil

The Rising Tide of Populism Raises

Questions About the Invulnerability

of Germany’s Democratic and

Federal System

Far-right parties and

constitutionalism: A comparison

between Germany and the

Netherlands

The 2024 Elections to the Austrian

National Council: Huge Shifts, but

also a New Era?

Nov 14, 2024

Nov 12, 2024

Nov 7, 2024

Nov 5, 2024

Nov 5, 2024
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October 2024

The US Senate Judiciary on The

President’s License to Kill

Constitutional Repair in Poland: The

Venice Commission’s Opinion on

the Draft Law Amending the Law on

the National Council of the Judiciary

Introduction to new IACL Blog

series: Spotlight on the Venice

Commission

Symposium Introduction: Federal

Coalitions and Subnational

Democracy

Freedom of Association at the

United Nations

The Slovak Constitutional Court has

Kneeled before Robert Fico

Freedom of Association: Its

Constitutional Protection in Peru

The Right to Freedom of

Association in Mexico

The Implied Right of Association in

the US

Indigenous Communities, Freedom

of Association, and Democracy in

the Inter-American System of

Human Rights

Oct 31, 2024

Oct 31, 2024

Oct 31, 2024

Oct 31, 2024

Oct 24, 2024

Oct 24, 2024

Oct 22, 2024

Oct 17, 2024

Oct 15, 2024

Oct 10, 2024
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Freedom of Association as

Touchstone of Healthy Democracy:

Perspectives from the ECHR

Freedom of Association in Germany

Metamorphosis of Equality Code:

Indian Supreme Court Upholds

Caste Sub-Classification

Freedom of Association in Ireland

Oct 8, 2024

Oct 3, 2024

Oct 1, 2024

Oct 1, 2024
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September 2024

The Republican Commitment

Contract for Associations in France:

Further Restrictions on Freedom of

Association

The Polish paradox: Freedom of

association as the supreme value

even at the expense of adequate

supervision

Compulsory student union

membership as a challenge to

freedom of association in Finland

A Call for Codifying Institutional and

Procedural Norms in the

Constitutional Process in Israel

Freedom of Association in Australia

Mexico’s constitutional democracy

in crisis: the judicial overhaul is only

the beginning

Freedom of Association in China:

Rights and Culture

The Evolution of Freedom of

Association in Egypt: Insights from

the Supreme Constitutional Court

The South African Constitutional

Court’s Developing

Conceptualisations of Freedom of

Association

Sep 26, 2024

Sep 24, 2024

Sep 19, 2024

Sep 17, 2024

Sep 17, 2024

Sep 12, 2024

Sep 12, 2024

Sep 10, 2024

Sep 5, 2024
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Restrictions to the Free Exercise of

Freedom of Association in Ethiopia

August 2024

Navigating the Contours of the

Right to Freedom of Association in

Nigeria

Introducing a New Blog Symposium:

Exploring Freedom of Association

Collaboratively

The Synergy of the Electoral Bonds

Case and the Right to Information of

Voters in Indian Democracy

July 2024

Border Crisis as a Crisis of Law:

National Security & Mobility Rights

at the Eastern Border of Finland

Oath: A Form of Constitutional

Guidance to Resolve the Deadlock

in the National Capital Territory of

Delhi

What Social Assistance for

Foreigners in Italy? A Clash

Between the Legislature and the

Courts

Sep 3, 2024

Aug 29, 2024

Aug 27, 2024

Aug 27, 2024

Jul 11, 2024

Jul 11, 2024

Jul 9, 2024
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June 2024

A Constitutionally Preferable

Approach to Conducting

Simultaneous Elections

The Electoral Bond Scheme and

Free & Fair Elections in India

The EU AI Act – Can We Protect

Human Rights with a Product

Compliance Regulation?

May 2024

The US Supreme Court's Razor Wire

Decision and Governor Abbott's

Defiance: Rejection of Judicial

Supremacy and Undermining of the

Rule of Law?

Popular Consultation and Illusory

Direct Participation in Ecuador

A Constitutional Rarity? Slovakia's

Unusual Approach to Addressing

Bear Threats

Jun 18, 2024

Jun 11, 2024

Jun 4, 2024

May 16, 2024

May 14, 2024

May 9, 2024
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April 2024

Breathing Life into the Right to Life:

The Indian Supreme Court and the

Right to be Free from the Adverse

Effects of Climate Change

The Ides of March in Slovakia

The Constitutionalisation of

Abortion (Interruption Volontaire de

Grossesse) in France

Back to Bicameralism: The Illiberal

Goals of Peru's Constitutional

Reforms

Emancipation or Silencing? The

Slovak Constitutional Court Will

Decide

The Proposal for a National

Constituent Assembly in Colombia

Apr 30, 2024

Apr 23, 2024

Apr 16, 2024

Apr 16, 2024

Apr 9, 2024

Apr 9, 2024
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March 2024

The Separation of Powers and

Ukrainian Public Policy in Wartime

On the Identity of the Constitution

of Albania: A Brief Analysis on the

25th Anniversary of the Constitution

The Right to Information of Political

Funding and its Potential to

Enhance Democratic Dialogue

Constitutional Status of Animals in

Chile’s Draft Constitutions of 2022

and 2023: Two Contrasting

Approaches

Mar 19, 2024

Mar 14, 2024

Mar 12, 2024

Mar 7, 2024
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February 2024

Constitutional protection of property

and dereification of animals – the

case of Poland

Constitutional Animal Law: Trends

and Impacts

Animal Rights and the Property

Problem: A Response to Davy

Animal Personhood, Property, And

Compensation

Belgium: the country of chocolate,

beer and an animal welfare state

objective

Bridging Science, Ethics, and Law:

Animal Personhood in India

Animals in Constitutional Law –

Symposium Introduction

Foreign Judges on the

Constitutional Court of BiH: Should

They Stay or Should They Go?

Feb 29, 2024

Feb 27, 2024

Feb 22, 2024

Feb 22, 2024

Feb 20, 2024

Feb 15, 2024

Feb 13, 2024

Feb 6, 2024

December 2023

A Farewell to Thomas Fleiner

Defiance of the Turkish

Constitutional Court by the Court of

Dec 19, 2023
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Cassation: Yet Another Phase in

Turkey's De-Constitutionalization

How Courts Adapt: Lessons from

the Constitutional Court of Turkey

Constitutional Court of Turkey:

Decision Making between Legal

and Political Reasoning and the

Practice of Dissent

The Dodging Technique of Rights-

Adjudication: Indian Supreme Court

in Marriage Equality Case

Constitutional Judges in Emerging

Autocracies

The Constitutional Court of Turkey

between Legal and Political

Reasoning: Perspectives From

Outside and From Within

The Struggle for the Rule of Law in

the Judicial System of Ukraine: A

Hamster Wheel or the Wrong

Strategy?

Dec 14, 2023

Dec 14, 2023

Dec 12, 2023

Dec 7, 2023

Dec 7, 2023

Dec 5, 2023

Dec 5, 2023
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November 2023

Defiance of EU Law by the Polish

Constitutional Tribunal

Abandonment of Judicial Review by

Turkish Constitutional Court: Fall of

Individual Complaint Procedure?

The Constitutional Court of Romania

against Gender Stereotypes: A

Landmark Decision on Gender

Equality and Identity

Estonian Constitutional Court: EU

Conformity as a Supra-Legal Goal

Moments of Courage: The Abolition

of the Death Penalty by the

Hungarian Constitutional Court

Is Nepal Going to Have the Same

Fate as India on Marriage Equality?

The Crotty case and EU Treaty

Referendums in Ireland

Not a ‘Usual Suspect’, but Definitely

Noteworthy: The Portuguese

Constitutional Court and its

Landmarks

October 2023

Guest Editor’s Introduction:

Constitutional Landmark Judgments

in Europe

Nov 28, 2023

Nov 28, 2023

Nov 16, 2023

Nov 14, 2023

Nov 9, 2023

Nov 7, 2023

Nov 7, 2023

Nov 2, 2023

Oct 31, 2023

http://localhost:37193/2023-posts?month=11-2023
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/28/defiance-of-eu-law-by-the-polish-constitutional-tribunal
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/28/abandonment-of-judicial-review-by-turkish-constitutional-court-fall-of-individual-complaint-procedure
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/9/the-constitutional-court-of-romania-against-gender-stereotypes-a-landmark-decision-on-gender-equality-and-identity
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/9/estonian-constitutional-court-eu-conformity-as-a-supra-legal-goal
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/9/moments-of-courage-the-abolition-of-the-death-penalty-by-the-hungarian-constitutional-court
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/6/welcome-to-the-supreme-court-of-india-now-go-home-how-india-failed-to-protect-gender-and-sexual-minorities
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/7/the-crotty-case-and-eu-treaty-referendums-in-ireland
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/11/2/not-a-usual-suspect-but-definitely-noteworthy-the-portuguese-constitutional-court-and-its-landmarks
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts?month=10-2023
http://localhost:37193/2023-posts/2023/10/31/guest-editors-introduction-constitutional-landmark-judgments-in-europe


September 2023

Protecting the Right to Property:

How Will the Turkish Constitutional

Court React to the Spate of Taxation

Measures?

Public Policy in Ukraine During

Wartime: The Freedom of Religion v.

National Defense Needs

Editorial: Changes at the Blog, and

Looking Forward to the Rest of

2023

August 2023

South Sudan’s constitution-making:

Balancing the interests of zol kebir

and zol miskin

Constitutional Right to Use Cash in

Slovakia: A Real Tool of Protection

or Pre-election Populism?

“The Principle of Equality: New and

Old Challenges”: IACL Roundtable

Summary and Outcomes

Sep 26, 2023

Sep 19, 2023

Sep 14, 2023

Aug 31, 2023

Aug 29, 2023

Aug 24, 2023
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June 2023

Restoring Public Trust in the

Indonesian Constitutional Court

La Cour constitutionnelle de la

Fédération de Russie crée de

nouveaux principes constitutionnels

The #SouthernArchives of

Comparative Constitutional Law:

Why We Tweet From the Archive of

World Comparative Law

Court-Ordered Politics: The

Influence of Guatemala's

Constitutional Court in Elections

European Convention on Human

Rights and National Constitutions: A

Resolution of the Parliamentary

Assembly of the Council of Europe

Autocratic Legalism 2.0

The Ongoing Threat to Liberal

Democracy from Trump and

Trumpism

Autocratic Legalism: The South

African Experience

Autocrats and Incomplete

Democracies

Jun 29, 2023

Jun 29, 2023

Jun 27, 2023

Jun 22, 2023

Jun 20, 2023

Jun 15, 2023

Jun 8, 2023

Jun 6, 2023

Jun 1, 2023
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May 2023

Thinking Through Autocratic

Legalism: Symposium Introduction

Interconstitutionalism Buried in the

‘Historical Constitution’ of Hungary?

The Forms and Practices of

Interconstitutionalism in Sri Lanka

The Powers of a Government

without Confidence: The MiG-29

Case from Slovakia

Interconstitutionalism as a Tool to

Enhance Legitimacy: Lessons from

Brazil

Interconstitutionalism in Italy:

Spotting the Cheetah

One Word, Several Worlds:

Interconstitutionalism

Weimar as Warning and White

Knight: Interconstitutionalism in

Postwar Germany

Interconstitutionalism: A Global

Investigation
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May 23, 2023
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April 2023

The Horizontal Application of

Fundamental Rights in India:

“Kishor” (Baby) Steps in the Right

Direction?

March 2023

The Gender Recognition Reform

(Scotland) Bill: Time for the United

Kingdom to Learn from Other

Federal Systems?

Law and the City: Transformation of

Cities into Global Legal Actors

Sur un usage de l’intelligence

artificielle pour rendre une décision

de justice en Colombie

The Political Crisis in Peru: Is There

a Constitutional Solution?

¿Puede Resolverse la Crisis

Constitucional en el Perú?
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February 2023

Constitutional Transformations in

Sierra Leone

Why the Selection Process for

Judges of Ukraine’s Constitutional

Court May Become a Stumbling

Block for EU Membership

A Response to “The Gatekeepers:

Executive Lawyers and the

Executive Power in Comparative

Constitutional Law”

Can the Current Constitutional

Framework of Ethiopia be Used to

Bring About a Sustainable Solution

to the Border Dispute Between the

States of Tigray and Amhara?

Government Lawyers as

Constitutional Gatekeepers

Amending the Ecuadorian

Constitution: Towards a Substantive

Analysis of Citizens’ Participation

Where are the Other Gatekeepers

in Comparative Constitutional Law?

An Example from Brazil

Putin’s Constitutional Manifesto:

Sovereignty, Primacy, Survival

Constitutional Counselors: Casey

and Kenny on Executive Branch

Lawyers

Feb 28, 2023
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A New Path Towards a New

Constitution: Chile’s 2023

Constitution-Making Process

Executive Lawyering Under De

Facto Political Constitutionalism in

Ireland

Israel’s Judicial Reform: Where is

the Analytical Context?

Executive Lawyers and Executive

Power: A New View of the

Cathedral

Election Observation in Africa – A

Critical Review As Nigeria Prepares

For Elections

Towards a Critical Ethical

Framework for Executive Lawyers

Feb 9, 2023

Feb 9, 2023

Feb 7, 2023
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January 2023

Indian Supreme Court’s Judgment

on ‘Horizontal Application’ of

Fundamental Rights: An

‘Unconstitutional Informal

Constitutional Change’?

Symposium Introduction: ‘The

Gatekeepers: Executive Lawyers

and the Executive Power in

Comparative Constitutional Law’

South Sudan’s Permanent

Constitution-Making: Another Bad

History in the Making?

The Future Rights of Present

Generations: A New Paradigm of

Intergenerational Justice?

The IACL Roundtable on

“Environment, Climate Change and

Constitutionalism”: Summary and

Outcomes

Welcome to the IACL-AIDC Blog: A

Forum for Global Conversation

Jan 31, 2023

Jan 31, 2023

Jan 24, 2023

Jan 19, 2023

Jan 19, 2023

Jan 17, 2023

December 2022

Israel’s political and constitutional

crisis

Turkey's Endless Test with Artistic

Freedom: The Case of Sezen Aksu

Dec 23, 2022

Dec 15, 2022
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Trading Blows in Parliament: What

Legislative Violence Means for

Ghana’s Democracy

Elite Capture and Popular

Participation in South Sudan’s

Constitution Making?

Removal of the Slovak Government

by a Referendum: Act II of the

Drama

Dec 15, 2022

Dec 13, 2022
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November 2022

A Second Scottish Independence

Referendum and Schrodinger’s Sub-

State Constituent Power

Povertyism is a Major Obstacle to

the Eradication of Poverty. It’s Time

to Ban it.

Unconstitutional Actions and a

Legislative Gap: Were the Actions of

the Head of the Ukrainian Supreme

Court in Terminating the Powers of

Judge Lvov Legal?

The Enforcement of International

Human Rights Standards on

Personal Liberty and the

Presumption of Innocence in

Mexico: When the Supreme Court

Became its Own Worst Enemy

The Indonesian Proposal to

Establish a Constitutional

Supremacy Index

Bosnia and Herzegovina: The

Constitutional Court Protects the

Rule of Law Against Illiberal Memory

Politics

The Parallel Play of Liberty and

Subsistence

Unpacking the Ethno-Federalist

Narrative in Lebanon: A Socio-

Historic Analysis

Nov 29, 2022

Nov 29, 2022
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Why I am a Federalist

State, Constitution and Democracy

in Divided Societies: The Case of

Lebanon

Fostering a Security Architecture for

Minorities in the Levant: Failed

Shots

Lebanon: A Century of a

Constitutional Contradiction

Can Nature Have Rights? That’s No

Longer the Question

The “Scramble for Lebanon”: Is

Federalism a Way out of the

Deadlock of Consociationalism?

Is the Risk of Winning the War in

Ukraine but Losing Democracy

Real?

Sobre las razones del olvido del

constitucionalismo del Istmo

Centroamericano

Para continuar con el diálogo sobre

el “plebiscito de salida” chileno

On the Democratic (but Limited)

Virtues of the Chilean Exit

Referendum

Oct 27, 2022
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Oct 13, 2022

Oct 11, 2022

Oct 11, 2022

Oct 11, 2022

Oct 4, 2022

http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3?month=10-2022
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/27/why-i-am-a-federalist-2kb8k
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/25/state-constitution-and-democracy-in-divided-societies-the-case-of-lebanon-kfp6s
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/20/fostering-a-security-architecture-for-minorities-in-the-levant-failed-shots-cmwmh
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/18/lebanon-a-century-of-a-constitutional-contradiction
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/13/can-nature-have-rights-thats-no-longer-the-question
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/13/the-scramble-for-lebanon-is-federalism-a-way-out-of-the-deadlock-of-consociationalism-wz2gk
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/11/is-the-risk-of-winning-the-war-in-ukraine-but-losing-democracy-real
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/11/sobre-las-razones-del-olvido-del-constitucionalismo-del-istmo-centroamericano
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/11/para-continuar-con-el-dilogo-sobre-el-plebiscito-de-salida-chileno
http://localhost:37193/new-blog-3/2022/10/4/on-the-democratic-but-limited-virtues-of-the-chilean-exit-referendum


September 2022

The Use and Abuse of International

Law in Central American

Constitutional State Building

En defensa del plebiscito de salida

chileno

Central America: A Turn Towards

Politically Charged Courts

Los días más difíciles de la

Constitución salvadoreña

Plebiscitos de Salida y Democracia

Why Central America Needs More

Transparency and Public Scrutiny

Over Congressional Appointments

Plebiscitos como democracia: Una

respuesta al Prof. Roberto

Gargarella

Reflections on the Roundtable on

Political Sentiments and Moral

Emotions in Constitutional Law

El “plebiscito de salida” como error

constituyente

Editorial: An Exciting Second Half of

2022 Lies Ahead

Sep 29, 2022
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Sep 27, 2022
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July 2022

Sri Lanka in a Constituent Moment

Iraq Urgently Needs a Real

Constitution

Message from the IACL-AIDC

President: Congratulations to Cheryl

Saunders, recipient of the 2022

Tang Prize in Rule of Law

Jul 26, 2022
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Remplacer la CEDH : est-ce facile à

imaginer pour la Russie ?

Les changements

anticonstitutionnels de

gouvernement : mode ou contre

mode ?

When Judges Threaten

Constitutional Governance:

Evidence from Mexico

The Constitutional Way to Divide a

Country

Olga Tellis v Bombay Municipal

Corporation: The Supreme Court of

India, the Right to Housing and the

Interconnectedness of Rights

Countering the Scourge of

Unconstitutional Changes of

Government in Africa

Constitutional Transformations: New

Blog Series in the Lead-up to the

World Congress of Constitutional

Law

Despotism or Judicial

Craftsmanship? Narrative Wars in

Israel’s 'Marbury v. Madison'

Lüth and Elfes – A German

Approach to a Horizontal Effect of

Fundamental Rights

Jun 30, 2022
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The International Impact of

'Government of the Republic of

South Africa v Grootboom'

Guest Editor’s Introduction: ‘Global’

Landmark Judgments
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Jun 2, 2022
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La Liberté académique en péril en

Turquie

The Irish Unification Debate After

the Northern Ireland Assembly

Elections

The Conference on the Future of

Europe as a Constitutional

Experiment

The Unconstitutional Constitutional

Amendment Introducing Life

Imprisonment in Colombia

Moldova, Mic-Drop!: A Long-

Awaited Ratification of the Istanbul

Convention

Economic Crisis and Constitutional

Reform in Sri Lanka

At the Center of the Storm:

Pakistan’s Political Crisis and the

Supreme Court

The Challenges of ‘Good’ Court-

Packing: Concluding Thoughts

“Good” Court-Packing Interrogated

Legislative Elections in France: A

Choice Between More

Presidentialism or More

Parliamentarism
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Unconstitutional Eradication of

Presidential Term Limits: The Case

of El Salvador

Playing the Long Game: Behind

Mexico’s Presidential Recall Election

Singapore’s Law Banning “Gross

Indecency” Between Men: All But

Gone?

L’opinion dissidente du juge mise

au secret : un an et demi

d'amendements absurdes dans la

loi russe

La politique de défense et de

sécurité dans la Constitution

congolaise du 18 février 2006 : quid

du titulaire ?

“Good” Court-Packing in the Real

World
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