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PRESENTAZIONE

Come ormai ¢ consuetudine, procedo alla presentazione di questo volume delle Memorie, che racco-
glie i risultati dell’ appuntamento annuale con la giornata di studio in Geografia economico-politica “Oltre
la globalizzazione”. Quest’anno, cosi come avevo annunciato nella presentazione delle Memorie nel 2015,
la giornata che ba il carattere della continuita ed ¢ stata premiata dall ampia partecipazione di giovani
geografi, & stata organizzata a Roma presso La Sapienza, primo degli appuntamenti al di fuori di Firenze e
che sard seguita da appuntamenti in altre sedi universitarie italiane.

E doveroso e superfluo, ma soprattutto gradito, sottolineare che anche in questa occasione, sono state
possibili l'organizzazione della Giornata di studio e la realizzazione di questo volume grazie all’ opera en-
tustasta di un nutrito gruppo di giovani e meno giovani i quali hanno individuato in “commons/comune”
la “parola guida” di quest’anno, cosi come era stato anticipato nella presentazione delle Memorie 2014.

Sperando di non dimenticare nessuno, un ringraziamento particolare va al comitato organizzativo:
Filippo Celata, Raffaella Coletti, Adriana Conti Puorger, Francesco Dini, Roberta Gemmiti, Cary Hen-
drickson, Federico Martellozzo, Filippo Randelli, Venere Sanna, Paola Ulivi; al comitato scientifico: Cri-
stina Capineri, Filippo Celata, Adriana Conti Puorger, Egidio Dansero, Domenico De Vincenzo, Cesare Di
Feliciantonio, Francesco Dini, Roberta Gemmiti, Michela Lazzeroni, Mirella Loda, Andrea Pase, Filippo
Randells, Patrizia Romei, Lidia Scarpell; a coloro che hanno proposto e coordinato sessioni tematiche:
Maura Benegiamo e Davide Cirillo, Cristina Capineri, Donata Castagnoli, Antonio Ciaschi e Luisa Car-
bone, Margherita Ciervo e Daniela Festa, Raffaella Coletti, Cesare Di Feliciantonio, Roberta Gemmiti,
Cary Hendrickson e Venere Sanna, Valeria Leoni e Alessandra Marin, Federico Martellozzo e Luca Simone
Rizzo, Giacomo Pettenati e Alessia Toldo; e ai colleghi che hanno accettato di coordinare sessioni temati-
che predisposte dagli organizzatori: Massimiliano Tabust, Francesco Dini, Alessia Mariotts, Patrizia Romer.

Come da consuetudine, la pubblicazione di queste Memorie sara completata a ridosso della Sesta
Giornata di studio in Geografia economico-politica, che si svolgera a Torino il 16 dicembre 2016 e che
avrd come parola guida “(s)radicamenti”.

Lidia Scarpelli
Presidente della Societa di Studi Geografici

Firenze, ottobre 2016
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CARY YUNGMEE HENDRICKSON, VENERE STEFANIA SANNA

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the sharing buzzword has been associated with nearly every activity imaginable.
This growing trend has captured the attention of the public and academics: advocates of the sharing
economy promote its efficiency and innovativeness, its potential to strengthen communities, generate
revenue from idle personal possessions (and time) and/or disrupt traditional business models
(Botsman, Rogers, 2010). However, the critical attention paid to the rapid rise and growth of the
sharing economy, collaborative consumption, platform capitalism and the like, has mainly revolved
around political issues related to the avoidance of regulatory standards, or critiques of the sharing
economy as an unregulated, tech-enabled, supply-and-demand “alternative” expression of entrepre-
neurial capitalism (Tuttle, 2014). The transformation of idle private possessions and individuals’ skills
and free time into money-making assets indeed has little to do with actual sharing. The sharing econ-
omy is a misnomer: there are inconsistencies and potential incoherencies of where “sharing” econo-
mies may become less about sharing and social bonds, more about exchanges that have stemmed from
“meaningful” connections (Horning, 2015), and dependent on casual or free labor and more driven by
the sake of exchange.

References to the sharing economy take the ubiquitous concept of community as a given but in-
creasing criticism reveals that social bonds and relations may have been replaced for the sake of gener-
ating real, monetizable exchanges between people. Geographers’ approaches can contribute much to
the public debates, regulatory conflicts and unfulfilled promises by tracing the trajectories and histo-
ries of the sharing economy’s communities. Bringing together evidence and issues from the current
debate, we define sharing as a set of practices and models that allow individuals or communities to
share, produce and/or have access to goods, services and/or experiences.

This section provides a forum to discuss the problematizations regarding the sharing economy: as
part of an on-going process of commodification of individuals’ social relations, as a possible exploita-
tion of communitarian, social, cultural, relational, environmental commons, things in common, shared
resources, assets, relationships, etc., and as a venue to raise some critical and also positive debates on
the emergence and development of the sharing economy.

The section provides a look into varied geographical themes of the sharing economies and a re-
flection on the sharing communities that are motivated by communitarian values, the exchange of la-
bor and other goods and services in alternative markets and new economic opportunities as well as
those seeking to reap economic and social benefits of belonging.

Alice Albanese reflects on the impacts of digital and technological advancements on landscape
values from a relational perspective. Her paper brings forth a critical reflection on how our interaction
with and appreciation of landscape and nature has changed as a result of the digital age.

Roberto Sommella relates his work on global economic trends and presents a comparative critique
of what he calls the “new economy 2.0” versus the “old economy”. In his paper, “Sboorz, sappiamo an-
cora sostenere il cambiamento?” he raises a number of issues related to the technological and eco-
nomic advancements in Europe, such as the sharing economy, and the lack of regulatory stature in the
United States in reflecting on the unstable, unsustainable identify crisis Europe is currently facing.

Continuing a more critical perspective on the sharing economy, Venere Stefania Sanna and Cary
Yungmee Hendrickson reflect on a number of criticisms of the sharing economy that have arisen in
recent years. Their paper, “The Who, What and Why of the Sharing Economy”, looks deeper at the
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various forms of communities and dimensions of sharing economy practices and presents some of the
evidence, insights and critical reflections in the lively and on-going debate surrounding the astounding
rise and growth of the sharing economy.

Finally, in her contribution, “L’economia on demand. Un business ‘a casa di altri’”, Donatella Pri-
vitera analyses the diffusion of sharing practices in the food domain and presents some of the limits
and advantages in a select number of fast growing food sharing platforms.

The moderation of the session as well as the contribution from the discussant, Dr. Christian
Taione, allowed for a critical reflection upon some of the following issues: the types of communities
who participate in the sharing economy; how communities form to share or whether the act of sharing
is creating communities; how relationships within communities are changing as a result of shifting to-
wards platform facilitated interaction and exchange; how issues of trust, motivation, belonging, con-
nectivity, reciprocity are facilitated among disparate users; how shared assets and skills are shared, val-
ued and evaluated; whether or not communitarian, environmental, social, cultural, relational values are
crowded out by economistic motivations; what the factors, drivers, trajectories of communities who
share are; and how the experiences of sharing have changed over time, moreover, what factors have
been crucial for success and for failure.
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