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Assistance .by Peacekeeping Forces
to Proteetzon of Cultural Heritage
and International Criming] Responsibility

: 1. Introduction: Security Council R i i
GUMMARY: 1 : y c1l Resolution 2347/2017, assistance i -
tion of cultural heritage and attempts to establish “Blye Helmets for Culturee’:’ lr—l ;hsfg:);:—

icipation ij peacekeeping force§ in _ensuring that individuals responsible of crimes against
cultural her.ltage are brought to Justice. — 3. Prosecution of perpetrators of crimes against
cultural heritage and profiles of individual criminal responsibility/liability. — 4. Conclusion

|. Introduction: Security Council Resolution 2347/20] 7, assistance in
the protection of cultural heritage and attempts to establish “Blue
Helmets for Culture”

Resolution No. 2347 of 24 March 2017 may legitimately be considered the
most significant resolution adopted by the UN Security Council (UNSCQC), up
to the time of this writing, in the field of cultural heritage protection. ! It is in-
deed a very detailed and structured document, addressing all the most topical
aspects related to the threats faced by cultural heritage in contemporary times
connected to international peace and security. Among the most relevant parts
of the resolution, it is first of all to be noted that both “the unlawful destruc-
tion of cultural heritage” and “the looting and smuggling of cultural property
in the event of armed conflicts,” perpetrated by terrorist groups, are contextu-
alized in the framework of terrorist activities, which are considered by the
UNSC as constituting “one of the most serious threats to international peace
and security.” > The concept according to which intentional destruction of cul-

* Associate Professor of International Law, University of Siena. Consultant to UNESCO.

! For previous pertinent UNSC resolutions see Res. 1483 of 22 May 2003, Res. 2170 of 15 Au-
gust 2014, Res. 2199 of 12 February 2015 and Res. 2249 of 20 November 2015.

See UNSC Res. 2347 of 24 March 2017, preamble, fourth recital.




